
“A picture is worth a thou-
sand words. Mike Aquilina, 

with skill and encyclope-
dic knowledge, gives new 

meaning to this old maxim. 
In A History of the Church 
in 100 Objects we discover 

the rich story of our faith 
uniquely told through great 
pictures and explanations 

really worth knowing. Every-
one should have this book.” 

 
CARDINAL DONALD WUERL 
Archbishop of Washington, DC

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY FOUND IN BOTH 
ORDINARY AND ICONIC OBJECTS, PLACES

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—In this unique, rich, and eye-catching book, popular 
Catholic author and EWTN host Mike Aquilina and his daughter, Grace, tell the 
Christian story through the examination of 100 objects and places.

The Christian answer to Neil MacGregor’s New York Times bestseller A History 
of the World in 100 Objects, the Aquilinas’ A History of the Church in 100 Objects 
introduces you to:

•  The Cave of the Nativity (the importance of history, memory, and all things 
tangible)

•  Catacomb niches (the importance of Rome, bones, and relics of the faith)

•  Ancient Map of the World (the undoing of myths about medieval science)

•  Stained Glass (representative of Gothic cathedrals)

•  The Holy Grail (Romance literature and the emergence of writing for the laity)

•  Loaves and fish (a link from Jesus to the sacrament of the Eucharist)

•  The Wittenberg Door (Martin Luther and 
the onset of the Reformation)

Each of these and the ninety-three other 
items and places in the book tell part of the 
Christian story. Each is an essential piece of 
the story of our salvation.

Some, like Michelangelo’s Pietà, are priceless 
works of art. Others, like a union member-
ship pin, don’t hold much monetary value. 
But through each of them, the Aquilinas 
offer a memorable and rewarding look at the 
history of the Church.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mike Aquilina is a Catholic author, popular 
speaker, poet, and songwriter who serves as 
the executive vice president of the St. Paul 
Center for Biblical Theology.

Aquilina earned a bachelor’s degree in Eng-
lish/writing (Phi Beta Kappa) from Penn State 
University in 1985. He is the author or editor 
of more than fifty books, including The Fathers 
of the Church, The Mass of the Early Christians, 
and Angels of God. He contributed work on 
early Christianity to the Encyclopedia of Catholic Social Thought. Aquilina has 
cohosted ten series on EWTN and hosted two documentaries. In 2015, Aquilina 
wrote the companion volume to the NBC miniseries A.D.: The Bible Continues, 
and in 2016, he wrote the companion volume to the MGM remake of the movie 
Ben-Hur.

He has published hundreds of articles, essays, and reviews in periodicals such as 
First Things, Crisis, National Catholic Register, The Priest, Columbia, and Our Sun-
day Visitor. He is a frequent guest on TV and radio, including a weekly appear-
ance on the Son Rise Morning Show.

Aquilina previously served as editor of New Covenant: A Magazine of Catholic 
Spirituality, The Pittsburgh Catholic, and Black Box Corp. He also worked as edito-
rial director at The Barash Group. He has received honors from the Catholic Press 
Association, including “Best Magazine” for New Covenant during his editorship. 

He lives in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, area with his wife, Terri. They have six 
children.

Grace Aquilina is a freelance editor who lives in Pittsburgh.

“Catholicism is the religion of ‘stuff.’ Ours is the church of ashes and incense, 
icons and statues, bread and wine, water and oil, incorrupt bodies, and 

bones encased in glass. None of this is incidental to the faith. We’re not just 
about spiritual life. We’re about the whole person. So matter matters, too. 

To an amazing degree, matter makes the faith as we live it day to day.” 
Excerpt from A History of the Church in 100 Objects

Cardinal Donald Wuerl kneels 
before the chains of St. Peter.



PRAISE FOR A HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 
IN 100 OBJECTS
“A fascinating, unique spiritual feast.”

Rodney Stark
Distinguished Professor at Baylor University

Author of Bearing False Witness
 
“Mike Aquilina tells the story of the Church through some very important stuff in an 
engaging and thought-provoking contribution to the New Evangelization.”

George Weigel
Distinguished senior fellow and William E. Simon chair in Catholic Studies

Ethics and Public Policy Center

 “A beautiful book about how God works through real stuff in the Incarnation to bring 
the mysteries of the spiritual realm into this phenomenal world. As usual, Mike Aqui-
lina uses words with real craft and art to take us beyond words and into the mysteries 
of God in Christ.”

John Michael Talbot
Catholic musician, author, and founder of the Brothers and Sisters of Charity 

“This stunning new book shows how much grace can be found in everyday objects. 
Through the ordinary matter of desks and stones, tunics and textbooks, bottles and 
parchment, the Aquilinas weave together a beautiful picture of God at work. For lovers 
of history, faith, and matter, A History of the Church in 100 Objects is a delight.”

Emily Stimpson
Creator of The Catholic Table and coauthor of The Catholic Almanac

“A thoroughly enjoyable book by an author who is always inspiring, stimulating, and 
thoroughly enjoyable! I can’t think of a more captivating way to follow John Henry 
Cardinal Newman’s challenge to become ‘deep in history.’”

Marcus Grodi
Founder and president of The Coming Home Network Internation

SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS: 

1. Why is A History of the Church in 100 Objects an important way to tell the story of the  
Catholic Church?

2. What object or place had the most impact on you when you were researching the book?

3. What’s the most important message you want readers to glean from the book?

4. There aren’t only iconic objects and places in the book. Why was it important to show 
everyday items as well?
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