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Prayers for Special 
School Occasions

 ✷ Prayer for a Back-to-School Meeting
Heavenly Father, we come to you in prayer as the faculty, staff, 
and administrators of this Catholic school community. May 
the approaching academic year be one in which we work col-
laboratively to build up our students, helping to shape their 
hearts and their minds as they seek to glorify you with their 
lives. Please encourage us as we guide our students to model 
the Master Teacher, the Lord Jesus Christ, in all that they do. 
May we work together to reinforce the Catholic identity of 
this institution, placing our own predilections and presuppo-
sitions aside in order to focus on the transmission of Christ’s 
Gospel message. May that Good News reverberate throughout 
the halls of this Catholic educational community, reverberat-
ing in turn in the hearts of our students. May they endeavor to 
use the intellectual formation that they acquire here, imbued 
with the theological virtues of faith, hope, and love, as rein-
forced by a sacramental life centered on the Holy Eucha-
rist. May all in our community be driven to serve humanity 
beyond these school walls as well, furthering your perpetual 
kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.
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 ✷ Prayer for the First Day of School
Lord God, here we find ourselves at the beginning of a new 
academic year. Some of us are new to this community, and 
some of us have been here for a long time. No matter our 
experience in this school, help us to remember all that we 
have learned up to this point. Allow us to thrive as a school 
as we each participate in spreading the Good News of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, in this community. With the past behind 
us and the future ahead, please guide us throughout this 
year, encouraging us to do our best in our studies, all for your 
greater glory. We ask this through Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the First Quarter
Heavenly Father, we come to you today to ask you to be with 
us throughout the first quarter. The first quarter is filled with 
freshness and newness—new classes, new teachers, new 
friends, new experiences. With the summer break now over, it 
is a time for us to focus, to adapt to new routines, and to form 
good habits. May all of us in this Catholic school community 
use what we learn to meditate on your holy will, remember-
ing to give you all of the glory. We ask this in the name of 
Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Labor Day
Heavenly Father, as we find ourselves in the midst of Labor 
Day, we take the time to thank you for the gift of this past 
summer. Those who are employed thank you for the oppor-
tunity to work. Please encourage those—especially our fam-
ily members and friends—who are attempting to find gainful 
and worthwhile employment. Lead those students who will 
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one day work to a profession that will build up your kingdom 
by serving humanity in some way. We ask this in the name of 
Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the Start of a Sports Season
Heavenly Father, we come to you today to ask that you bless 
the athletes of this school community. Players of different 
sports and different levels of athletic ability seek your inspi-
ration to do their best in their practices and in their competi-
tions. Protect these players from bodily harm and from giving 
in to an attitude of negativity, which threatens good sports-
manship. Help our athletes to perform their best at all times, 
but never for their own glory; rather, help them to excel in 
support of their teammates, as well as those on other schools’ 
teams, encouraging fellow players to offer all that they do for 
your greater glory. Help our coaches to lead well and to keep 
us focused on our ultimate prize: eternal salvation with the 
ultimate source of our strength, you, our loving Lord. We ask 
this in the name of Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Homecoming and All Alumni
Dear Lord, our school is preparing to celebrate the return of 
our alumni. May they find worthwhile opportunities to serve 
you beyond our school’s walls, and may they represent our 
community well in all that they do. Help our alumni to feel 
welcome as they return to our school, understanding that 
communities evolve with time and may differ in some ways 
from when they attended here. Guide current students to look 
to the alumni for inspiration to give you greater glory after 
leaving this school, remembering the values that have been 
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instilled in them throughout their time in this Catholic com-
munity. We ask this in your name. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Election Day
Dear Lord God, watch over our nation as we elect our lead-
ers, at the local, regional, state, and federal levels. Guide the 
hearts of those who are chosen, and bring peace to those who 
do not win. Inspire our leaders to humility, to self-discipline, 
to confidence, and ultimately, to charity. Draw them to act 
according to your holy will in all that they do. In a special 
way, encourage those in this Catholic school community who 
may one day pursue political life or some other type of public 
service. May the formative education that they receive in this 
Catholic school lead them to always work in accordance with 
your divine will, rather than relying on their own. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the Second Quarter
Lord God, be with us as we usher in the second academic 
quarter. At this point in the year, we have hopefully formed 
good learning habits, and the school community is thriving. 
Encourage us to continue to place the Gospel at the center of 
our school’s culture, so that we can use both the second quar-
ter and the remainder of the school year to learn how to give 
you greater glory through our ongoing studies. We make this 
prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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 ✷ Prayer Following a Loss in the School 
Community
Dear Lord, we come to you today with heavy hearts as we 
mourn the loss of our community member [name]. We do not 
fully understand why this happened, but we pray for peace 
of mind and heart in the midst of this tragedy. Please fill the 
hearts of [name]’s family, and bring them consolation and 
solace, as well as strength in keeping themselves together. We 
ask you, Lord, that you receive [name] into eternal life with 
you, in light of your mercy and charity. Guide our community 
to reflect on the gift of [name]’s life, as we look for opportuni-
ties to remember [him/her]. We ask this through your name, 
as our Lord of life who has conquered death forevermore. 
Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Veterans’ Day
Heavenly Father, we give thanks today for the many men and 
women who have served in the American military, particu-
larly those who have fought in defense of our nation’s free-
doms in the midst of armed conflicts around the world. As 
we express our gratitude for their selfless commitment to our 
nation, may we look to the example of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to seek peace and an end to war, terrorism, crimes of force, 
domestic abuse, gang rivalry and fighting in our streets, and 
other forms of violence throughout the world. We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Gratitude at Thanksgiving
Dear Jesus, sometimes we are tempted to be negative, or to 
feel entitled, disregarding the many reasons that we have to 
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give thanks. We give thanks for our families, imperfect as 
they may be; for our friends, even when loyalty wanes; and for 
our opportunity to attend a Catholic school, which is a priv-
ilege not shared by all. We come to you today to give thanks 
for these and many other gifts that you have bestowed upon 
us from your open hand. Help us to appreciate your many 
blessings, including those circumstances of our lives that we 
do not see as blessings until later. Lord, inspire us to be more 
grateful not only for what we have, but also for what we have 
the opportunity to give to others. We ask this in your gener-
ous name. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer before a School Dance
Heavenly Father, may the upcoming dance be an opportunity 
to spend time in community. May our students make wise 
decisions and use this occasion to relax, but also to remem-
ber to practice modesty and self-control. Thank you for this 
chance to come together as a community, to make memories, 
and to participate in fellowship, as we keep you in mind along 
the way. We ask this through Christ the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer to Start Advent
Lord Jesus Christ, be with us as we prepare our hearts to cel-
ebrate your Incarnation in light of the Nativity—your holy 
birth at Christmas. Encourage us to repent of our sins, and to 
deeply desire peace in our hearts and those of our neighbors 
around the world. Thank you in advance, Lord, for coming 
into our world to accomplish the Paschal Mystery, achieving 
for us the prospect of eternal salvation, which we could never 
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accomplish on our own. We make this prayer in your holy 
name. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the Christmas Break
Lord Jesus Christ, let this Christmas break be an opportu-
nity for us to grow closer to you as we celebrate your Nativ-
ity—your entry into the world as an innocent baby when you 
came to liberate us from our sinful predispositions. May we 
never take your Incarnation for granted, and may we continu-
ally rejoice at what occurred on that holy night in Bethlehem 
over two thousand years ago. We ask this in your holy name. 
Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the New Calendar Year
Lord God, we come to you today at the beginning of a new 
year. At the start of every year, it seems that many people take 
on some resolution. Inspire us within this Catholic school 
community to remain focused on you. May our ongoing con-
version be our constant goal and resolution. Please bless our 
families, our friends, and everyone in our midst, as we look 
for every imaginable opportunity to do your will throughout 
the year. We make this prayer in the name of Christ the Lord. 
Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for a Successful School Fundraiser
Lord of abundance, grant our community a successful fund-
raiser. May potential donors be inspired to open their hands 
and hearts generously. Draw us to recall the true purpose of a 
productive fundraiser—to use what is collected to better serve 
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you, based on your will for us. Inspire those leading this effort 
to use that which is collected wisely and thoughtfully, in rec-
ognition of their responsibility as stewards of those offerings. 
Guide those leaders to consider the manifold ways in which 
this fundraiser can be used to benefit the broader community, 
ensuring that all we do is oriented toward the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
We give thanks today, Lord God, for the life of Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Lead us in this Catholic educational institu-
tion to reflect deeply on the Christian roots of the civil rights 
movement, and on our call to embrace true equality between 
people of different ethnic backgrounds, cultural characteris-
tics, and national affiliations. Help us look to the example of 
Martin Luther King Jr. as we work for peace and for the sup-
port of those living in conditions of injustice and poverty. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

 ✷ Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, of all the ways that you could have 
come into the world, you came to us as a child, conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of your Mother, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Watch over and protect all human life—
from the unborn to the elderly, from the infirm to the con-
demned, and everyone in between. Lead the students in this 
Catholic school community to recognize the value and dignity 
in every human life, beginning at the moment of conception, 


