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FOREWORD

by Hugh Cleary, C.S.C.,
Superior General of the Congregation of Holy Cross

THE CONGREGATION OF Holy Cross rejoices in the beatifi ca-
tion of our founder, Fr. Basil Moreau, C.S.C. His Holiness, 
Benedict XVI, promulgated the beatifi cation decree on Sep-
tember 15, 2007, the Patronal Feast of the Congregation, Our 
Lady of Sorrows. Fr. Moreau’s beatifi cation is a confi rmation 
of his vision, his mission, and his unique role as model and 
intercessor in our lives and those of our collaborators.

This exciting moment in our history offers the grace-fi lled 
opportunity to encounter Fr. Moreau with a fresh perspective. 
As a person of faith bringing God’s love to a secular and 
sometimes cynical age, his is a life worth imitating.

Fr. Moreau formed the Congregation of Holy Cross in the 
aftermath of the French Revolution, exhorting his religious 
to conform themselves to Christ by trusting in Divine 
Providence, by fi nding hope in the Cross of self-emptying, 
by standing by others as the Mother of Sorrows stood by her 
Son, and by working together zealously as educators in the 
faith. These core virtues comprise the mainstay of the Holy 
Cross tradition.
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The editors of this wonderful volume of daily refl ections 
have compiled the images of the Holy Cross tradition as 
expressed through our founder, his earliest collaborators, and 
the Holy Cross Constitutions that constitute our rule of life. 
Holy Cross patronal saints and feast days are also highlighted. 
Using all these resources, the editors asked today’s Holy Cross 
religious to refl ect for us on these specifi c, signifi cant themes, 
sharing with us their everyday experiences of religious life and 
ministry.

Their stories of hope, the stories of the beautiful refl ections 
of this book, ground us not in power, pleasure, or wealth, but 
in the simple yet all-meaningful truth of God’s self-forgetting, 
self-emptying love. They have given us inspiring refl ections 
of their trusting dependence upon God, their single-hearted 
intimacy with God, and their willing surrender to God. Their 
wisdom will surely help us to pray and grow closer to Christ.

Holy Cross religious have been consecrated, set apart, 
not to condemn this age but to love and transform it. We 
have a long, illustrious tradition of working closely in our 
mission with lay collaborators and friends who fi nd the Holy 
Cross tradition and charism particularly vital for them. We 
encounter Christ living within us and among us. We pray that 
his mission and ministry will truly be our own.

These refl ections will accompany us each day through 
a year of grace. They will help us to be people of faith in a 
secular age. They have hope to bring to us. Happy are we who 
live in their promise.


