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The state of being lost—what does it mean? We all 
want to go home: J. Cheever vignette. The fear of 
death and the dread of what may come after. M. 
Unamuno and the tragic sense of life. Finding the 
still point, and thus God, in the midst of desolation 
and death. Introducing the theme of hope and the 
argument of the book.

Chapter 1 1

A mother’s death . . . an unread book . . . the Holo-
caust of the Jews . . . the strangled cry from the 
Cross . . . the Mystery of Holy Saturday. What do 
these have in common? Establishing the truth that 
God is love: “the strongest argument of all” (JPII). 
God’s radical solidarity in a world too often resis-
tant to his Suffering Servant.

Chapter 2 11

How to cross an infinite sea on a finite bridge: C. 
S. Lewis and A Grief Observed. What if God does 
not want us after all? The bastion of hope and those 
who assault it: J. Didion and The Year of Magical 
Thinking. Aquinas, Eros, and the human longing 



to see the beloved. The horror of an everlasting 
nonfulfillment.

Chapter 3 21

Going in search of the lost: the lesson of Orpheus 
and Eurydice. What do we really want? The ground 
of desire and the anguish of never getting it. The 
answer is eschatology. Canvassing the mystery of 
the End and the need for hope. Peguy’s “tiny girl,” 
who gets up each morning. “Everything is grace” 
(St. Thérèse).

Chapter 4 31

The fate of those untouched by tremors of an ulti-
mate bliss. How different the stand of the Christian 
in relation to the End! Nihilism and Richard Rorty. 
The “terrible sonnets” of Gerard Manley Hopkins. 
And what if God himself were not to be found on 
the other side? The witness of Alfred Delp. Intro-
ducing the subjunctive.

Chapter 5 41

Once more, the sheer thrust of human longing. 
Richard Wilbur’s “The House.” Why is it never 
hopeless to hope? The analysis of Lewis; the judg-
ment of Aquinas. Weighting the hydraulics of hope: 
G. Marcel and “the ontological mystery.” Love aug-
ments hope: “Thou shalt not die!” Seeing prayer as 
its voice.



Chapter 6 51

Lost and found: the experience of little Luigi (Gius-
sani). Life understood as search. Finding the for-
mula for the journey. Dante and Tom Hanks: the 
sense of being a castaway. The true protagonist of 
history—the beggar. The knight’s quest at the heart 
of The Seventh Seal. To be rescued by Christ: “I did 
not know my longing, till I encountered You.”

Chapter 7 63

The high school years I never remembered, save for 
a single event I have never forgotten. An image of 
death linking two extraordinary lives and what it 
means. Seeing the skull beneath the skin in the face 
of a dead relative. Images in Webster and Shake-
speare. Death and hell: the two supreme evils, from 
which Christ has freed us. Hopkins’s masterful 
poem as concluding illustration of the point.

Chapter 8 73

Assessing the cynic’s dismissal: how can a mere 
mood vanquish death? Examples of life’s seeming 
triumph: Camus, Alice Walker, and Bishop Henry 
King. The refusal of stoic resignation: Edna St. Vin-
cent Millay’s quiet gesture of protest. The world of 
pagan pessimism and why “No hay remedio” is not 
an option. Father Murray’s Problem of God and why 
the God hypothesis alone satisfies.



Conclusion 83

My brother’s illness and death. The Church that 
would not turn her back on him. A single imperish-
able memory and how the meaning of it changed 
my life. Arrested by Rilke’s “Autumn.” A final reso-
lution to the tensions of gravity and grace, death 
and life. Thanks be to Christ—who “plays in ten 
thousand places”—we know the story’s outcome, 
and it is good.
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