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All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
 and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live  as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor,  

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives,  
 that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united  with every creature  
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 

Amen. 
 

Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 
 

A Prayer for Our Earth 
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For our time together … 

Core Ideas / Themes of Laudato Si’ 

 

What next? 

 

Engaging the U.S. Catholic Community 

 

Dialogue 
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Core Themes in Laudato Si’ … 
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Core Ideas / Themes… 

Pope Francis continues a 

Tradition! 

 

Pope Francis reclaims a 

cosmological vision of a 

creating God and an inter-

relatedness, inter-

connectedness between God, 

humanity and creation! 
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Core Ideas / Themes… 

Laudato Si’ is a social encyclical and follows the process of See-

Judge-Act for reading the signs of the times.   
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Act 

Judge 

See 

There are three stages which should 
normally be followed in the reduction 
of social principles into practice. First, 
one reviews the concrete situation; 
secondly, one forms a judgement on it 
in the light of these same principles; 
thirdly, one decides what the 
circumstances can and should be done 
to implement these principles. These 
are the three stages that are usually 
expressed in the three terms: observe, 
judge act. 

Pope John XXIII, Mater et Magistra, 
1961 (# 236) 



SEE:  Encounter the Issue 

Chapter 1: 

Causes for concern:  pollution, water, throw-away 

culture, loss of biodiversity 

• Climate as a common good 

Global Inequality & Societal breakdown 

• Stands with the poor. 
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JUDGE:   

Analysis, Reflection, & Re-framing 

Chapters 2 through 4: 

 Gospel of Creation: 

• Scriptural foundation 

• Cosmological Vision 

• Jesus’ gaze and the  mystery of Christ bound up in Creation  

 Roots of Crisis in Global Inequality & Societal Breakdown: 

• Stands with the poor, who have been disregarded and unknown 

• Makes a shift:  neighbor is global. 

• Risks of Modern Anthropocentrism:  We are not “masters” over nature. 

 Integral Ecology 

• Solidarity with all God’s creation, recognizing the interconnectedness of all (God, each 

other, creation … and even future generations) 

• Common Good 
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ACT:  Response in Hope and for Transformation    

Chapters 5 -6: 

 Dialogue 

• About the environment, across nations & 

communities, with leadership, with science, 

• Move from short-term to  structural change  

 Ecological Education and Spirituality 

• Lifestyle change:  Ecological citizenship rooted in 

covenant 

• Ecological conversion grounded in spirituality. 
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What next … 
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Laudato Si’ 
 

 

 

 

Short-Term:  Reflection … Challenge … Transformation 

 

Medium-Range:  Communication of themes/messages of Laudato Si’  in 

homilies, parish and school programs, religious education/formation, etc. 

 

Longer Term:  A Church seen as a major animator of caring for creation 

and poor people … Inspiration … Policy … Stewardship 
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Engaging the U.S. Catholic Community … 
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USCCB / CRS  CST 101 Series 

Videos 

 CST 101:  Care for Creation 
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Begin the Dialogue … 

Care for Creation  

• Foster dialogue & start in liturgy 

• Seek & identify common ground on 

issues, concerns and response (e.g., 

pollution, water, etc.) 

• Include young people in the 

conversation (Think Earth for future 

generations!) 

• Remember to pray:  weave the 

spiritual tradition of the Church 
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Foster a culture of 

Encounter! 

Connect with our sisters and 

brothers in poverty 

– Service rooted in relationship 

– Stories, speakers, film 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with all God’s Creation 

– Parks, picnics 

– Outdoor retreats and prayer 

experiences  

– Native American spirituality 

– Reflecting the beauty of God’s 

creation in your Church/school 

environment 
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Integration 



Educate about climate change! 

Acknowledge the discomfort 

Be prophetic! 

Tell the local AND global story! 

Stay focused and committed: 

– Parish / school teams 

– Gathered & Non-gathered 

• Religious Education, Adult Education, Speaker Series, 

Film nights, Service 

• Bulletin inserts, artwork, posts, social media,  
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Take Action!  Reduce your footprint! 

Communal 

• Take the lead at church/school 

• Establish communal projects 

• Partner locally with organic, 

eco-friendly and Fair Trade 

organizations 
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Individual 
• Offer ideas that are practical and sustainable 
• Resource your community 
 

Systemic 
• Get involved in local efforts 
• Make advocacy possible 



 

Engaging the U.S. Catholic Community … 

 

Resources! 
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Catholic Climate Covenant … 

Feast of St. Francis Program on 

Laudato Si’ (and other encyclical 

resources) 

Creation Care Parish Teams 

Advocacy Initiative 

Theology and Ministry Conference at 

Catholic University (11/12-14/2015) 

 

St. Francis Pledge to  
Care for Creation and the Poor 
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www.catholicclimatecovenant.org  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL-6udiv1sgCFQUWPgodfpkHUg&url=http://www.thepastoralcenter.com/catholicclimatecovenant.html&psig=AFQjCNEKwAVl89zIlhMM9VDUgGPKfClAHw&ust=1445613385171284
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/
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Environmental Justice … 

Encyclical: 

Copies for purchase 

Discussion Guide 

Liturgy / Preaching Resources 

Resources for Action 

Vatican Eco-Encyclical Video 

CCHD Multimedia Arts Contest 
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http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm  

Additional: 

General Resources on 

Environmental Justice and Care 

for Creation 

Two Children’s books on the Two 

Feet of Love in Action 

Advocacy network that builds 

awareness and fosters action on 

numerous environmental issues 
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Overseas work … 
Lessens, Mitigates and Adapts to the Impact of Climate Change 
 www.crs.org/climate-change  (technical resources, policy papers) 
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Provides witness to the effects of 
environmental degradation and 
climate change on world's most poor 
and vulnerable 
 www.crs.org/climate-change and 

www.crs.org/media-center (stories of 
individuals, families, communities and 
CRS response from around the world 

 
 Catholic Relief Services YouTube Channel 

www.youtube.com/CatholicRelief  
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U. S. Outreach … 

Engages the U.S. Catholic Community - through prayer, 

learning, action and giving – to express their faith in the care 

for all God’s creation and in solidarity with the world’s poor 

and vulnerable. 
 

 Encyclical Resources:  http://www.crs.org/stories/pope-francis-

encyclical-environment  

 Climate Change / Care for Creation: http://www.crs.org/pope-

francis-climate/    

 CRS Education: http://education.crs.org    
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CRS Web Resources 

Family / Children: 

  Care for Creation Quiz, Laudato Si’ animated brief, Family Guide to 

Care for Creation (forthcoming) 

Youth / High School:  

  CRS Education (http://education.crs.org), NCEA Catholic Schools 

Week, Laudato Si’ animated brief, Youth Group Session 

(forthcoming), CCC’s Friending Planet Earth 

Adult Education: 

  Discussion Guide, Church Teaching Documents, Advocacy 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Avvx95p3rZo&feature=youtu.be
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CRS Program Resources 
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http://crsricebowl.org  http://foodfast.org  

http://crsfairtrade.org  

http://helpinghands.crs.org/  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLT25eaV48gCFcM_PgodNe4OXg&url=http://www.crsfairtrade.org/&psig=AFQjCNG1NX83bA6G9QKvUs6kGSi8ax2N7w&ust=1446053102332659
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ2mmISW48gCFcgyPgod5eAIfA&url=http://www.stophungernow.org/get-involved/communities-of-faith/&bvm=bv.105841590,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNGwPWTBHZ-tZN66c3BQPp1Ugk_LhA&ust=1446053180619389
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Advocacy / Action 

Catholics Confront Global Poverty 

 http://www.crs.org/pope-francis-climate/ 

I Am Climate Change Campaign (CRS University) 

 http://www.iamclimatechange.org/ 

 http://university.crs.org/ (Faculty Learning Commons) 
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Additional Catholic Resources 

Catholic Rural Life (https://catholicrurallife.org/) 

 

National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 

(www.nfcym.org) 

Care for Creation, Care for the Poor 

Encyclical Resources (http://nfcym.org/catechCurrEvents-

archive.htm)  

 

Women’s Religious Orders! 
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Dialogue … 
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The poor and the earth are crying out. 
 O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  

 help us to protect all life, 
 to prepare for a better future, 

 for the coming of your Kingdom 
 of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

 Praise be to you! 
 Amen. 

 
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 

 

Sending Prayer 
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