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GOD’S REVELATION 
AND OUR RESPONSE

Let us be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love
and the helmet that is hope for salvation. For God did not

destine us for wrath, but to gain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
may live together with him. Therefore, encourage one another and 

build one another up, as indeed you do.

—1 Thessalonians 5:8–11



A Defi nitive Victory
Christians have faith that their lives are headed for eternal 
life and ultimate happiness in the Lord.

The Existence of God
It is natural for all human beings to wonder about the exis-
tence of an all-powerful God and Creator.

Divine Revelation
God shares the mystery of his divine plan through self-
communication that the Church calls Divine Revelation.

Scripture, Tradition,
and the Deposit of Faith
God’s revelation is shared in the Deposit of Faith, the sav-
ing truths Jesus gave to his Apostles, in Scripture, and in 
Tradition, the living transmission of the Gospel handed on 
through Church teaching, life, and worship.

Faith: Our Response to Revelation
Our religious faith in God is a response to Divine Revelation, 
to the way that God generously shows us his redemptive plan.

The Catholic Church and Faith
Jesus left behind the Church and commissioned her lead-
ers to carry on his work of sharing the Good News about the 
Kingdom of God.
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A Defi nitive Victory
There is a die-hard sports fan who digitally records 
all the games of his favorite teams that he is not 
able to watch when he is away from home. When 
he eventually has time, he turns on his recorder and 
skips to the end of the game to discover who won or 
lost. If his team lost, he deletes the event. But if his 
team won, he starts at the beginning, pours himself 
a cool beverage, munches on his favorite snacks, 
and watches the whole game.

A friend told him that this way of watching 
sports is lame. The man replied, “It’s just the oppo-
site. I like it because no matter how bad things look 
for my team, I can relax and not worry because I 
know the end of the story.”

The attitude of this sports fan is one you can 
apply to your own life. You have your whole life 
in front of you with its ups and downs, its twists 
and turns. Thinking about your future can make you 

nervous and anxious. But because the Holy Spirit 
has endowed you with the gift of faith, you do not 
have to worry. You know how things will turn out if 
you stay close to Jesus Christ. His Death and Res-
urrection have won eternal life for you, and for all 
who believe in him. The Blessed Trinity shares this 
defi nitive victory of our Lord with everyone who is 
part of Jesus’ team. No matter how bad things might 
look at certain points of your life, do not let worry 
drag you down. You know the end of the story: Je-
sus Christ has triumphed!

 Your Image of God
People have different ways of thinking about God. However, there are two major perceptions. 
One stresses God’s being beyond this world. This is known as God’s transcendence. Another 
focuses on God’s being in the world, or God’s closeness to his creatures. This is known as God’s 
immanence.

Read through and refl ect carefully on these ten statements about God. Then write the state-
ments in your journal or notebook. For each number, mark a T or an I to indicate whether that 
statement expresses God’s transcendence or his immanence.

1.  God is all-powerful, all-knowing, almighty.
2. To know Jesus Christ is to know God.
3. God is a stern judge.
4. God is a friend, a constant companion who walks beside me.
5. God is Abba, “Daddy.”
6. God gets “angry” when people sin.
7. You can know God by experiencing true love.
8. God forgives and rarely shows anger with people.
9. God is the omnipotent creator of Heaven and earth.
10. God is like a loving mother who is willing to sacrifi ce all for her children.
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This chapter begins the second 
course in our study of the most im-
portant person in human history: Je-
sus Christ, our Lord and our Savior. 
He is God’s Living Word and the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. 
May your study of him help you know 
him better and learn from him what 
you are called to be—a true champion 
who will take his Good News into the 
world for other people.

 For Refl ection
How would you feel if you knew 
the exact day of your own death?

The Existence of 
God (CCC, 27–49)
Did you ever talk to a three-year-old? 
It seems every other sentence out of 
the child’s mouth begins with the 
word Why. Try to explain the simplest 
concept to the little one and you get 
the question “Why?” “Why are things 
the way they are?” “Why do I have 
to do this?” “Why can’t I do that?” 
“Why, why, why?”

From the time we start speaking 
and formulating our ideas into words, 
we begin to question things. It seems 
to be a most natural and human thing 
to do. And many of our questions are 
important and profound. Why am I 
here? Who am I? Where am I going? 
Why do people have to suffer and die? 
Is there life after death? Does anyone 
really love me? Is there a God?

People have always asked ques-
tions like these. To be human is to ask 
questions. We want to know the why 
of things. We want to know if every-
thing makes sense. We need to know 
if there is someone who cares for us 
and who can make life meaningful.

On deeper refl ection, we see that 
our questions not only come from 
our searching minds but also from 
our restless hearts. We sense a deep 
longing in our hearts for something 
more. We need and desperately want 
to be understood and loved. Sure, we 
may be lucky enough to experience 
the love of parents, family members, 
and friends. We may count our bless-
ings that there might be someone in 
our life who understands us and ac-
cepts us. But, to tell the truth, we are 
never satisfi ed. We always want more 
understanding, more love, and more 
satisfying answers to our questions 
for meaning.

Where do these questions come 
from? Why will they never go away? 
Why is your heart always restless, 
always searching for more love and 
understanding?

Simply put, Christians believe that 
the God who made us created us with 
intellects that need to search for truth. 
We also have hearts that ache for love. 
The truth and love that we search for 
can never be totally found in other 
creatures. They can only be found in 
God himself who is Truth and Love. 
In other words, God has implant-
ed in our hearts a hunger and long-
ing for him. He is the only one who 
can satisfy our unquenchable thirst 
for meaning, for love, for happiness. 

transcendence
The teaching that God, by 
nature, is beyond this world 
and beyond the compre-
hension of human beings.

immanence
A trait of God which refers 
to his intimate union with 
and total presence to his 
creation, whereby he up-
holds and sustains all cre-
ation in their being.
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Only when we fi nd him will we fi nd 
true happiness. St. Augustine, a fi fth-
century Church Father, expressed it in 
his autobiography, The Confessions, 
when he wrote, “You have made us 
for yourself, and our heart is restless 
until it rests in you” (quoted in CCC, 
30).

What St. Augustine is telling us, 
very simply, is that when you fi nd 

God, you will fi nd 
meaning. Mean-
ing is not found in 

money, power, popu-
larity, sex, or athlet-

ic achievement. These 
things pass away. They are 

fi nite. They change and are elu-
sive. God is infi nite. God is unchang-
ing in his love. Only God can satisfy 
our yearning hearts.

Finding God in 
Creation
One way to fi nd God is in his beauti-
ful creation. By opening our eyes and 
minds to the beautiful world God cre-
ated, all humans can perceive the One 
who made it all and keeps it in exis-
tence. St. Paul knew this so well when 
he wrote in his letter to the Romans, 
“Ever since the creation of the world, 
his [God’s] invisible attributes of 
eternal power and divinity have been 
able to be understood and perceived 
in what he has made” (Rm 1:20). The 
Psalmist said it this way, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the sky pro-
claims its builder’s craft” (Ps 19:2).

God speaks to us in the awesome 
universe he has created and keeps in 

existence by his Word, the Son, and 
his Creator Spirit. Its intricate laws 
keep nature’s seasons transforming 
our earth in a stunningly beautiful 
pageant, year after year. All around 
us, we see harmony and beauty. Then, 
contemplate the earth itself with its 
perfect size, its orbital speed and cor-
rect distance from the sun, and its per-
fect blend of gases to sustain plant, 
animal, and human life. Think about 
the intricacies of the human brain, an 
organ that can process more than a 
million messages a second. The brain 
enables you to reason, to dream, to 
experience feelings, to motivate you 
to act, to love. Where did this unique 
creation come from if not a Grand 
Designer who made it and made it ca-
pable of discovering him?

Finding God in the 
Human Person
The peak of God’s creation is the hu-
man person. This unique creature 
has tremendous abilities. We humans 
can think and we can reason. We are 
open to truth and beauty. We have a 
sense of moral goodness and can rec-
ognize evil that seeks to harm us. We 
have freedom and treasure it. We also 
can use it to love others . . . or 
not. We have a conscience, a 
voice that calls us to do good 
and to avoid evil. All of these 
abilities of the human person are 
spiritual in nature. They do not come 
from the material world. They help us 
to acknowledge that we have a soul, 
that is, a spiritual nature that shares in 
God’s own eternal nature.

agnostic
A person who asserts that 
he or she does not know 
whether there is a God or 
not.

atheist
A person who denies the 
existence of God.
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For thousands of years, people have come to ac-
knowledge God’s existence. By nature, humans are 
religious. Most people who have walked this earth 
have recognized the existence of a Superior Being, 
one we call God. This explains the existence of so 
many religions down through the ages with their 
various prayers, sacrifi ces, rituals, sacred writings, 
and rules of behavior. Humans, using their God-
given intellects refl ecting on the world, know that 
there is a God. This is why the Church understands 
that human reason can know with certainty that God 
exists. He is the beginning and end of all things.

What about Nonbelievers?
Yet, some people do not believe in God. For ex-
ample, atheists deny that God exists. They are (and 
have been) numerically much smaller than those 
who accept the existence of God. Why don’t they 
believe? Some deny God’s existence because they 
only accept material reality and do not buy the con-
cept of spiritual realities like love or a human spirit. 
Others look at human suffering and will not accept 
the existence of a God who would permit it. Some 
atheists simply will not believe in a God because, if 
they did, they would have to change their behavior. 
Still others are simply indifferent, or too busy, or too 
lazy to think through the big questions that lurk in 
the back of their minds.

Other people, known as agnostics, simply say 
they do not know if there is a God or not. In effect, 
agnostics refuse to take a stand on the question of 
God’s existence. Yet, when agnostics refuse to be-
lieve one way or another, the end result makes their 
mind-set a lot like that of atheists.

Still other people will not believe in a God be-
cause they see the scandalous or unloving behavior 

of religious people who preach a message of love. 
Or worse, they see religious people engaging in holy 
wars to force their beliefs on others or killing those 
who might disagree with their particular beliefs.

Despite all the reasons, it’s only a minority of 
people that does not believe that God exists. The vast 
majority has faith in some sort of divine reality. Peo-
ple recognize that God has implanted in the human 
heart a longing for the infi nite, a longing for union 
with him. Our hearts and minds can indeed lead us to 
God and know of his existence. Fortunately, though, 
God does not let our search for him rest with our 
own limited intellects. Though humans can discover 
God’s existence, he wants more for us. God himself 
wanted to speak to humans directly in a way that we 
could understand who he truly is. God is so beyond 
us and so holy, so infi nite and eternal, that our un-
aided human minds can never fully know who God 
is or how great and wonderful he really is. We need 
God himself to tell us who he is and to enlighten our 
minds on how to live in relationship to him and oth-
ers. God’s communication with us is known as Di-
vine Revelation. And we turn to this topic next.

 For Review
1. What did St. Augustine mean when he 

wrote in The Confessions, the story of his 
conversion to God, “our heart is restless 
until it rests in you”?

2. Name some reasons why atheists do not 
believe in God.

3. What is the difference between atheists 
and agnostics?

4. Why is the human person the peak of 
creation?

Believing or Not Believing
Interview two teens and two adults about their belief in God. Ask them to explain their major 
reason for believing—or not believing—in God’s existence. Share the results of your research 
with your classmates. Then tally the most common reasons on either side of the question.



 6 Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry

 For Refl ection
Write about a time when you saw God in 
creation—in the beautiful world around you. 
What were your thoughts and feelings about 
this scene or event? How did you react?

Divine Revelation
(CCC, 50–73)
Human reason can discover that there is a Creator, 
a God who watches over our world and keeps it in 
existence. It can also study the handiwork of this 
personal God and say some things about him. For 
example, anyone observing the vastness of the uni-
verse must come to the conclusion that the one who 
made it must be an all-powerful, infi nite being, one 
who is not limited. Or when we notice that there 
are intelligent beings in the universe, like human be-
ings, then we must conclude that the One who made 
these creatures must possess intelligence to an infi -
nite degree. He who created a universe with intri-
cate laws that govern it must be all-knowing, the 
source of human intelligence, and way beyond hu-
man comprehension.

Certainly, when we think of the qualities that 
God must possess we will conclude that God is 
perfection itself. He is not in any way limited like 
we are. He goes beyond his creatures. But here hu-
man thinking reaches its limit. It is clouded because 
God is essentially a mystery. God’s ways are not 
our ways. God’s thoughts are above our thoughts 
(see Isaiah 55:8). Our limited human minds can 
only perceive so much about God. This is one of 
the reasons there have been so many different reli-
gions throughout human history. People know there 
is a divine being, but they are confused as to what 
or who he actually is. So they create limited and 
imperfect images of God. However, these images 

of God are not the same as the incomprehensible, 
invisible, infi nite God.

Is the lot of humans, then, to know that there is 
a God but not to really know who he is? Is God to 
remain hidden behind a veil, unknown by humans 
and unapproachable?

Christians, of course, answer a resounding “no” 
to these questions. We believe that out of his infi nite 
love and goodness, God freely chose to reveal him-
self and give himself to human beings. The literal 
translation of revelation is “unveiling.” The God 
of mystery, the One who is beyond human under-
standing, freely stepped into human history. God re-
vealed the mystery or plan of his loving goodness, 
by speaking to us through the Law and the proph-
ets in the Old Testament, and by inviting us into a 
deeper relationship by sending his only Divine Son, 
Jesus Christ. As the Second Vatican Council put it:

It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, 
to reveal himself and to make known the 
mystery of his will. His will was that men 
should have access to the Father, through 
Christ, the Word made fl esh, in the Holy 
Spirit, and thus become sharers in the divine 
nature. (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 
Revelation, No. 2, quoted in CCC, 51)

Divine Revelation refers to the gift of God’s 
self-communication by which he makes known
the mystery of his divine plan. God’s self-
communication took place gradually. It involved 
both deeds and words, which are bound up with 
each other. The various stages of God’s supernatural
Revelation culminate in the person and the mission 
of Jesus Christ. Divine Revelation is “supernatu-
ral” because humans, who are God’s creatures, do 
not have a natural right to intimate friendship with 
him. God’s self-disclosure is something we do not 
naturally deserve. God’s invitation to a deeper life 
of love in union with Jesus Christ is a pure gift on 
God’s part. It is the great news of our faith and gives 
our personal life and human history meaning.
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Salvation History
Divine Revelation, the story of God’s 
self-communication, tells about his 
saving love, his saving acts in human 
history. The account of God’s saving 
activity for humanity is known as Sal-
vation History. The story of God’s 
generous love for his creatures began 
with the creation of our fi rst parents 
and the beautiful world in which we 
live (see Genesis 1–2). Unfortunate-
ly, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
committed the Original Sin. Through 
their own free decision, they turned 
away from God’s love and fell out of 
intimate friendship with him. The sto-
ry could have ended here, but God re-
fused to abandon his sinful creatures. 
Rather, from the very beginning, God 
promised to redeem us and gave the 
hope of Salvation and eternal life to 
the human race.

We learn through the story of Sal-
vation History of the gradual Revela-
tion of God’s care for those special 
creatures—human beings—whom he
made in his image and likeness. 
Through a series of covenants, God 
bound himself to humans forever. A 
covenant is a solemn agreement, an 
open-ended contract of love in which 
God commits himself totally to hu-
man beings. In return, humans are to 
keep the terms of the covenant, for 
example, by worshiping only the one 
true God and observing the Law, in-
cluding the Ten Commandments. In 
the Old Testament, we learn of God’s 
promise to be faithful to us forever 
while humans were to remain faith-
ful to him. Through the covenants 

God made with the Chosen People, 
we learn of his promise of Salvation, 
Redemption, and eternal life.

In Sacred Scripture, the inspired 
word of God and the written record 
of Revelation, we read about the vari-
ous covenants God established with 
humans. Among the most important 
covenants are these:

The Covenant with Noah•  (Gen-
esis 8–9). After the Flood, God 
made a covenant with Noah, his 
descendants (that is, all humans), 
and with “every living creature” 
(Gn 9:10) that was with Noah 
on the ark. God promised that a 
fl ood would never again destroy 
life on earth. The sign of this 
covenant for all future genera-
tions was to be the rainbow.
The Covenant with Abraham•  
(Genesis 12–17). A profound 
event in Salvation History was 
God’s covenant with Abraham, 
the Father of Faith for the Jewish 
people and our spiritual father be-
cause of our shared ancestry with 
the Jews. Although Abraham was 
an old man with an elderly wife, 
God promised him that he would 
become the father of a great na-
tion with many descendants. 
These descendants of Abraham 
were also to receive a land of 
their own. The sign of the cove-
nant was male circumcision. This 
was a sign that would set apart 
Abraham’s descendants for God.
The Sinai Covenant•  (Exodus 19, 
20). In the book of Exodus, we 
learn how God formed Israel as 
his special people when he freed 
them from slavery in Egypt at 
the time of the Exodus. He made 

covenant
A solemn agreement or 
contract of love between 
God and his people.

Divine Revelation
The gift of God’s self-
revelation by which he 
makes known the mystery 
of his divine plan.

YHWH
A name for God that God 
himself revealed to Moses 
and the Chosen People 
on Mount Sinai. The word 
means “I Am Who Am” and 
led to Israel’s understand-
ing that God is the one, liv-
ing, and true God.

Salvation History
The account of God’s saving 
activity and intervention on 
behalf of humanity.
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the children of Israel a kingdom of priests and a 
holy people. On Mount Sinai, God revealed his 
name—YHWH (“I AM WHO AM”)—to Mo-
ses and, through him, gave the Chosen People 
the Law, including the Ten Commandments. The 
Law taught Israel to acknowledge YHWH as the 
one, living, and true God. However, the Law did 
not offer a means of Redemption. Through the 
prophets who came after Moses, God gave Is-
rael hope for Salvation. They proclaimed a New 
Covenant to be written on human hearts.
The Covenant with David•  (2 Samuel 7). God 
established David as the rightful king of Judah. 
From the Davidic line would come the future 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Jesus Christ, the New Covenant•  (Hebrews 1:
1–2). The Book of Hebrews states it eloquently: 
“In times past, God spoke in partial and vari-
ous ways to our ancestors through the prophets; 
in these last days, he spoke to us through a son, 
whom he made heir of all things and through 
whom he created the universe” (Hb 1:1–2). The 
climax of Salvation History was the coming of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the fullness of God’s 
Revelation. Jesus did not come to abolish the 
Sinai Covenant; in fact, he brought it to fulfi ll-
ment by revealing the depth of its meaning and 
redeeming offenses against it. Jesus is God’s fi -
nal and total Word. Jesus is the Word made fl esh, 
God’s Son. He lived among us. He taught us in 
word and deed about God. He completed the Fa-
ther’s work of Salvation. Through the life, Death, 
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, God completed 
his revelation. Since Christ is God’s fi nal, defi ni-
tive word, there will be no further revelation af-
ter him. To see Jesus is to see the Father.

God Reveals Himself
as Love and Truth
(CCC, 214–221, 231)
God revealed himself to Israel as “abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness” (CCC, 214). These 
qualities are much in evidence in the history of the 
Jewish nation. For example:

God chose the Hebrews and made them a peo-• 
ple (Gn 12:1–2).
God freed the Israelites from Egypt (Ex 3:8).• 

God established a covenant with the Israelites, • 
making them a holy nation. God gave them the 
Law through Moses to help them recognize and 
serve the one living and true God, the one car-
ing Father and just Judge (Ex 19:5–6).
God gave his Chosen People a land (Jos 1:11).• 

God established the kingdom of David• 
(2 Sm 7:8–16.)
God sent prophets to guide the Jews• 
(2 Kgs 17:13).
God sustained the Chosen People in Babylonia • 
and restores them to Israel (Is 40:1–2).

 For Review
1. What is Divine Revelation?

2. What is Salvation History?

3. Defi ne the word covenant. What did cov-
enant mean to the Chosen People?

4. What is the Bible? What is the origin of 
the word Bible?

5. Describe three of the covenants God es-
tablishes with his Chosen People that are 
described in the text.

6. What name for himself did God give to Moses 
and the Chosen People? What does it mean?

7. What are some of the ways that God re-
vealed himself in love and truth to Israel?

 For Refl ection
In your journal, create a new name for God • 
for a new generation of believers. What is 
the name? What does this name mean?

Which covenant described in the text is • 
most inspiring for you? What appeals to 
you about this intervention by God into 
human history?
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Scripture, Tradition,
and the Deposit of Faith
God’s Revelation reached its climax in the coming 
of Jesus Christ, his Son and our Savior. But Jesus 
lived, died, and rose from the dead almost two thou-
sand years ago. This raises a couple of questions: 
How do we who are living today learn about God’s 
Revelation? How was and is the story of Salvation 
History transmitted to future generations?

Preaching the Good News
At the end of the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus instructed 
the Apostles: “All power in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt 
28:18–20). This passage tells how Jesus wanted the 
Apostles to proclaim the Good News about the King-
dom of God everywhere so that all people would hear 
about his work of Salvation, justice, forgiveness,
and love.

The Apostles obeyed Jesus’ command. Strength-
ened by the Holy Spirit, they bravely went forth to 
proclaim the Gospel to the world. An example of the 
early apostolic preaching about Jesus appears in the 
Acts of the Apostles. We learn that the Holy Spirit, 
promised by Jesus, descended on the Apostles on 
Pentecost Sunday, a day that has been described as 
“the birthday of the Church.” The Spirit empowered 
the Apostles to go forth and preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. On that momentous day, Acts tells us 
how Peter preached to the Jews who were gathered 
in Jerusalem for the Pentecost feast.

Peter reviewed the events of Salvation History 
and explained how the prophecies about the Mes-
siah were fulfi lled in the life, Death, and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. He proclaimed that Jesus is 
both the Lord and the Messiah. Because this is true, 

Peter challenged the people to believe in Jesus, to 
repent of their sins, and to accept Baptism in order 
to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Once baptized, 
the new believers were invited to live as a Christ-
like community, a family that celebrates the Eucha-
rist and shares generously with the poor. (See Acts 
2:14–47.)

The Apostles, like Peter, at fi rst preached the 
Good News by spoken word. Later, they proclaimed 
the Good News in written form. Both their words 
and their writings were supported by the way they 
imitated Jesus. In fact, so courageous and loving 
was the witness of the Apostles that all, with the ex-
ception of John, the son of Zebedee, were martyred 
for teaching others about Jesus Christ. God had oth-
er plans for John, who was later exiled to the Greek 
island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea. John died of 
natural causes as a very old man.
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All the Apostles appointed succes-
sors, called bishops, to guarantee that 
the Good News of Salvation would 
be proclaimed authentically to future 
generations. This is a very important 
point. The bishop of the Church of 
Rome, the Pope, is the successor to 
St. Peter, the fi rst Pope whom Christ 
chose to lead and govern his Church. 
Today, the Pope is “the head of the 
college of bishops, the Vicar of Christ 
and Pastor of the universal Church 
on earth” (CCC, 936). The bishops in 
communion with the Pope are the di-
rect successors of the Apostles. They 
are known as the Magisterium (from 
the Latin word for “teacher”), the offi -
cial teaching authority of the Church. 
They ensure that the “deposit of faith” 
is faithfully handed on through the 
generations.

The task of giving an authen-
tic interpretation of the Word 
of God, whether in its written 
form or in the form of Tradi-
tion, has been entrusted to the 
living, teaching offi ce of the 
Church alone. (CCC, 85, cit-
ing the Dogmatic Constitution 
on Divine Revelation, No. 10)

Sources of God’s 
Revelation
God’s Revelation is found in the De-
posit of Faith, that is, the body of 
saving truths that Jesus Christ 
gave to the Apostles and 
which is handed on and 
faithfully preserved 
by the Magisteri-
um. The Deposit 

of Faith is one divine wellspring of 
Christ’s truth. It contains two modes 
of transmission: Sacred Scripture and 
Sacred Tradition.

Sacred Scripture (the Bible) is 
the written record of Revelation. It 
is the inspired word of God. “Sacred 
Scripture is the speech of God as it is 
put down in writing under the breath 
of the Holy Spirit” (CCC, 81, quoting 
the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 
Revelation, No. 9). The Bible is a li-
brary of divinely inspired writings in 
which God used human authors and 
their unique talents to put into writing 
what he wanted written, and nothing 
more. The word Bible means “books.” 
“The books of the Scripture fi rmly, 
faithfully, and without error teach 
that truth which God, for the sake of 
our salvation, wished to see confi ded 
to the Sacred Scriptures” (CCC, 107, 
quoting Dogmatic Constitution on 
Divine Revelation, No. 11). This last 
point means Sacred Scripture is iner-
rant; that is, it contains no error.

As you learned in a previous 
course, the Bible is made up of forty-
six Old Testament books and twenty-
seven New Testament books. It is
important to note that the Church

Magisterium
The offi cial teaching au-
thority of the Church com-
prised by the Pope and 
bishops who are successors 
of Christ and his Apostles.

Deposit of Faith
The body of saving truths 
and the core beliefs of 
Catholicism that are faith-
fully preserved by the 
Magisterium.

Sacred Scripture
The inspired Word of God; 
the written record of God’s 
Revelation.

canon of the Bible
The offi cial list of inspired 
books in the Bible. Catholics 
list forty-six Old Testament 
books and twenty-seven 
New Testament books in 
their canon.

dogma
A central truth of 
Revelation that Catholics 
are obliged to believe.

Sacred Tradition
The living transmission of 
the Catholic faith through 
the teaching, life, and wor-
ship of the Church.
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existed before any of the books of the New Testament 
were written down. For example, the oral preaching 
of the Apostles came before the writing of the New 
Testament. This means that the Church, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, created the books of 
the New Testament, not the other way around.

It was the responsibility of the Magisterium to 
determine which books of the Bible belonged on the 
offi cial list (canon) of inspired writings. The pro-
cess of determining the canon of Sacred Scripture 
took some time. For example, the offi cial canon of 
the New Testament was not decided until the Coun-
cil of Rome in AD 382, which met under the author-
ity of Pope Damasus I. The decision made at that 
time was reaffi rmed later at the local Councils of 
Hippo (393) and Carthage (397). In 1546, the Coun-
cil of Trent solemnly declared that all seventy-three 
books found in the Catholic Bible were inspired in 
their entirety.

Sacred Tradition is the living transmission or 
“handing on” of the Church’s Gospel message. (Tra-
dition means both “handing on” and “that which is 
handed on.”) We fi nd Tradition in the Church’s 
teaching, life, and worship.

Now what was handed on by the Apostles in-
cludes everything which contributes toward 
the holiness of life and increase in faith of 
the peoples of God; and so the Church, in her 
teaching, life and worship, perpetuates and 
hands on to all generations all that she her-
self is, all that she believes. (Dei Verbum, 8)

Recall, again, that the Apostles entrusted to 
their successors—the Pope and bishops—the task to 
“faithfully preserve, expound, and spread . . . by their 
preaching” (CCC, 81, quoting Dogmatic Constitution 
on Divine Revelation, No. 9) the Deposit of Faith en-
trusted to the Church. With the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, the Magisterium teaches with Christ’s own au-
thority. This is especially true when the Magisterium 
defi nes a dogma, that is, a central truth of Revelation 
that Catholics are obliged to believe. The infallibility 

of the Magisterium “also extends to all those ele-
ments of doctrine, including morals, without which 
the saving truths of the faith cannot be preserved, ex-
plained, or observed” (CCC, 2035). Keep in mind 
that the Holy Father and the bishops are not above 
the Word of God. They are its servants. Their Christ-
given task is to help us understand God’s word and 
put it into practice by living holy lives.

The Holy Spirit also helps believers to understand, 
appreciate, and accept the faith that is passed on to us. 
The Holy Spirit dwells in the Church and attracts the 
faithful to believe the treasure of faith that has been 
passed on to us. He helps us recognize, accept, and 
live the word of God that comes down to us.

Tradition, Scripture, and the Magisterium are all 
intimately related. Tradition and Scripture fl ow from 
the one font of divine Revelation, which makes up 
the Deposit of Faith. Guided by the Holy Spirit, the 
Magisterium teaches and properly interprets what 
Christ wants us to know for our Salvation. Finally, 
the Holy Spirit helps us, the faithful, to open our 
hearts and minds to accept and live the truth that we 
are privileged to hear.

Catholics and
Sacred Scripture
We believe that God is the author of Sacred Scripture 
by inspiring the human authors to communicate the 
truths he wanted to reveal. God used the unique talents, 
skills, and styles of the human authors to communicate 
his message. Thus, there are many literary forms in the 
books of the Bible that convey God’s truth.

The two major divisions of the Bible are the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. We consider the 
Old and New Testaments as a unity because they re-
veal God’s loving plan of Salvation. Christians read 
the Old Testament in light of Christ but also see in it 
the gradual unfolding of God’s revelation of himself 
in human history.

The books of the Old Testament consist of the 
Pentateuch (the fi rst fi ve books), which contain the 
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Law and treat God’s covenant of love with the Isra-
elites. Next come the sixteen historical books that 
recount the story of God’s saving activity in the his-
tory of the Jews, the Chosen People. These books 
are followed by the seven wisdom books made up of 
prayers, poems, and common-sense advice on how to 
live a good and faithful life. The fi nal books of the Old 
Testament are the eighteen prophetical books, which 
repeatedly call the Chosen People to repentance and 
fi delity to God’s covenant. We fi nd in the prophetical 
books many prophecies about the coming Messiah.

The New Testament consists of twenty-seven 
books. The most important books are the four Gos-
pels, accounts of the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. Gospel means “Good News.” This term not 
only applies to Jesus himself, who is the Good News 
of Salvation, but also to the early preaching about 
him and the four written versions about the life of 
Christ: the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Written for different audiences, each of the 
four Gospels provides a true picture of Jesus Christ 
while emphasizing different theological themes.

The Acts of the Apostles is a history of the early 
decades of the Church. The twenty-one epistles, or 
letters, follow. Fourteen of them have been tradi-
tionally attributed to St. Paul. He was the Apostle to 
the Gentiles who became a zealous Christian after 
the Lord appeared to him. In general, apostolic pas-
tors wrote the epistles to early Christian communi-
ties or individuals to give further instruction in the 
Christian faith and guidance on how to live as fol-
lowers of Christ.

The last book of the Bible is the Book of Reve-
lation or the Apocalypse of John. A highly symbolic 
work, it encourages its readers to remain faithful to 
Christ during a time of persecution. It assures us of 
the Lord’s fi nal triumph at the end of time. It is also 
the last book of the Bible and ends with the follow-
ing words: “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with all” (Rv 22:20–21).

The Writing of the Gospels
The four Gospels are the heart of the New Testament 
and of Sacred Scripture itself. They are the principal 
source of information about the life and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. They came about in three stages:

1. The life and teaching of Jesus. Jesus lived 
between 4–6 BC and AD 30/33. The Church 
teaches that the Gospels are historical docu-
ments that faithfully hand on what Jesus did 
and taught for our eternal Salvation.

SURVEYING THE BIBLE
The Bible is a rich library of stories about peo-
ple of faith and great acts of faith. Read the 
following Scripture passages and answer the 
corresponding questions.

Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 17)

1. How old was Abram when God made the 
covenant with him?

2. What did God promise Abraham?
3. What was the sign of the covenant?

Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:43–14:31)

1. How long did the Israelites spend in 
Egypt?

2. List two Passover regulations.
3. What did Moses take out of Egypt? Why?
4. How did the Lord lead the Israelites?
5. How did the Israelites escape?

Giving of the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 19:1–20:26)

1. How did the Lord appear to Moses?
2. What is the most important command the 

Lord gave to the people?
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2. Oral tradition. The Apostles preached what 
they witnessed about what Jesus said and did. 
Because they experienced the events of Jesus’ 
life, including his Death, Resurrection, and 
Ascension, and were enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, the Apostles were able to bring a deeper 
understanding of the meaning of Jesus Christ 
to the audience to whom they preached.

3. The written Gospels. Near AD 65 (for Mark’s 
Gospel), the four evangelists committed to 
writing four reliable accounts of Jesus’ life. 
They selected elements from Tradition, ei-
ther what they preached orally or put in writ-
ten form, and composed orderly accounts 
that would appeal to the various churches for 
which they were writing. But they did so un-
der the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, always 
relating the honest truth about Jesus Christ.

 For Review
1. When did the Apostles of Jesus fi rst begin 

to share the Good News as Jesus had in-
structed them to?

2. What is the Magisterium? How is the 
Magisterium of the Church related to 
Jesus and the Apostles?

3. What is the Deposit of Faith? What are its 
two main modes of transmission?

4. What is Sacred Scripture and how is it 
organized?

5. Briefl y describe the history and the con-
tent of the Catholic canon.

6. What is Sacred Tradition? How is Sacred 
Tradition a part of Revelation?

7. Describe the three stages in the develop-
ment of the four Gospels.

 For Refl ection
In your journal, imagine that you live • 
in Galilee in the days of Jesus. Picture 
yourself as a younger brother or sister 
of one of the Apostles. Listen as Jesus 
directs them to go out, teach, and 
baptize. What are your reactions as you 
see how happy your brother is to follow 
Jesus? You can see, however, that your 
brother will be leaving home to go out 
into a frightening and violent world.

Briefl y look through the Old and New • 
Testaments. Identify one book in each 
testament that you would like to read 
and know more about. Describe these 
two books and what attracts you to read 
them.

Faith: Our Response to 
Revelation (CCC, 26,
91–100, 142–197)
In common use, the word faith has to do with trust 
and belief. For example, when your friend says she 
will go to the game with you on Friday night, you 
believe she is telling you the truth. You trust that she 
will follow through on her word. You have faith in 
your friend and in your friendship. Your past experi-
ence has proven to you that she is dependable.

In a similar way, when you turn on your com-
puter, you believe that the operating system will fi re 
up and your opening program will appear on the 
screen. You trust that electricity (which you cannot 
see) will provide power to your computer and that 
all systems will perform as expected. You have faith 
in your computer.

In our daily life, we rely on faith in many differ-
ent circumstances. You believe the alarm clock will 
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go off on time, that your toilet will fl ush, that your 
toaster will work, that your ride to school will ap-
pear on time, that your friends will greet you when 
you arrive in homeroom, and so forth. We could not 
live our daily lives without belief and without trust.

Religious Defi nition of Faith
In a similar way, we cannot live our life with God 
without the virtue of faith. The theological defi nition 
of faith is deeper than our ordinary experience with 
the word. Simply put, faith, in a religious sense, is 
our positive response to God’s Revelation. Out of 
his great love, God comes to us and addresses us as 
his friends in order to share his life with us. God’s 
Revelation to us is an invitation—an invitation to 
accept his love and eternal life given to us through 
his Son, Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit. This invita-
tion is a gift from God; our response is faith.

By faith, man completely submits his intel-
lect and his will to God. With his whole be-
ing man gives his assent to God the revealer. 
Sacred Scripture calls this human response 
to God, the author of revelation, “the obedi-
ence of faith.” (CCC, 143)

Faith Is a Theological Virtue
Faith is both a gift and a virtue. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church defi nes virtue as:

an habitual and fi rm disposition to do the 
good. . . . Human virtues are fi rm attitudes, 

stable dispositions, habitual perfections of 
intellect and will that govern our actions, 
order our passions, and guide our conduct 
according to reason and faith. They make 
possible ease, self-mastery, and joy in lead-
ing a morally good life. (CCC, 1803–1804)

Christian theology recognizes two categories of 
virtues: the cardinal virtues and the theological 
virtues. The cardinal virtues include prudence, jus-
tice, fortitude, and temperance. They get their name 
from the Latin word cardo, which means “hinge.” 
Many of the other moral virtues derive from these 
four.

Faith, however, is one of the theological virtues: 
faith, hope, and charity (CCC, 1812–1828). The 
theological virtues are gifts from God that are “in-
fused” into our souls. Because they are virtues, they 
give us certain capabilities or powers. Specifi cally, 
because they are “theological” (from the Greek word 
for God) virtues, they draw us to God and enable us 
to live in relationship to the Blessed Trinity. Their 
origin, motive, and object are the one, Triune God. 
These virtues are called “infused” (conferred on us 
rather than earned) because the Lord gives them to 
us as gifts. We cannot earn these gifts, the theologi-
cal virtues.

Faith• . Conferred on us in Baptism, this theo-
logical virtue enables us to believe in God and 
all that God has said and revealed to us. It also 
helps us to accept what the Church proposes for 

Who Is God for Me?
Take some time to consider your image of 
God more deeply. In your journal, write 
two to four paragraphs that describe who 
God is for you. You might also describe your 
earliest ideas or images of God. Do your 
own images or concepts of God emphasize 
God’s immanence or closeness to you and 
his other creatures?
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our belief, because God is truth 
itself. Christians must cultivate 
their faith, but also proclaim, bear 
witness to, and spread it to others.
Hope• . Hope enables us to desire 
Heaven and eternal life. It helps 
us trust in Christ’s promises 
and rely on the help of the Holy 
Spirit and his graces, not our 
own strengths and abilities. Hope 
keeps us from getting discour-
aged as we live the Christian life. 
It keeps us going when times get 
tough and lonely. It makes it pos-
sible for us to strive for true hap-
piness and live the life of Jesus’ 
Beatitudes.
Charity (love).•  This greatest vir-
tue of all empowers us “to love 
God above all things for his 
own sake, and our neighbor as 
ourselves for the love of God” 
(CCC, 1822). Charity enables us 
to observe the commandments 
and love everyone, even our en-
emies, because it transforms us 
into God’s own children. This 
key virtue helps us practice all 
the other virtues. It uplifts our 
human ability to love, raising it 
to the perfection of divine love.

More about Faith
In a certain sense, faith is our lifeline to 
God. It is a God-given gift that enables 
us to respond to God’s Word and unites 
us personally with the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. It is an essential gift, one 
necessary for Salvation. “Believing in 
Jesus Christ and the One who sent him 
for our salvation is necessary for ob-
taining that salvation” (CCC, 161).

Faith is fi rst shared with us in the 
Christian home, called the “domestic 

Church,” where parents and children 
worship God, receive the Sacraments, 
and witness to Christ and the Church 
by living lives of holiness, self-denial,
and love. The result of the recep-
tion of this gift of faith is religion. 
Our Catholic religion fl ows from our 
Christian faith, a faith that enables 
us to give ourselves totally to God 
in Jesus Christ, to accept him and his 
message as it comes to us through his 
Church.

Christian faith unites us with a 
specifi c community of faith, the Cath-
olic Church, which professes belief in 
Jesus Christ as Lord. Jesus founded 
the Catholic Church, which is the 
Body of Christ in the world. Because 
of God’s love for us, those who call 
themselves Catholics are baptized 
into Christ’s Body, the Church. We 
have become members of a family of 
faith, a community of believers in the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ who lives in 
our midst. An important obligation the 
gift of faith requires of us is to extend 
to the whole world God’s invitation 
to believe in, accept, and dedicate our 
lives to Jesus Christ.

Faith is both personal and commu-
nal. You can personally say, “I believe 
in God” and gratefully enter into a 
personal relationship with the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. But as a mem-
ber of the Church, you also routinely 
say, “We believe.” We are members 
of Christ’s Body, the Church. Be-
cause we are part of the Church, the 
faith of our fellow Catholics helps to 
strengthen our own faith. This is espe-
cially true when we gather to celebrate 
the Eucharist. At Mass we profess our 

virtue
Moral excellence and
righteousness; an inclina-
tion and habitual preference 
for the good.

faith
One of the theological
virtues. Faith is an
acknowledgment of an
allegiance to God.

religion
A set of beliefs, values, 
and practices that binds 
believers in a relationship 
with God and with other 
believers.
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common faith and receive the Lord Jesus in Holy 
Communion in order to take him and his message of 
Salvation into the world of daily living.

Once again, faith is our response to God’s Rev-
elation, God’s gift of self-communication. Faith, a 
gift of the Holy Spirit, enables us to commit our-
selves to our loving God totally, both our intellects 
and our wills. In sum, essential qualities of faith in-
clude the following:

Faith makes it possible for us to accept Je-• 
sus as Lord. Because of faith, we can believe 
God’s revealed truths because God himself has 
revealed them to us. It helps us recognize and 
accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God who died 
to save us from our sins. It leads us to disciple-
ship, to become his followers. It gives us the 
ability to imitate Christ’s life of loving service 
both for members of the Catholic faith com-
munity and for all people. Most fundamentally 
it leads us to new life in the Holy Spirit and al-
lows us to become children of God. This adop-
tion allows us to follow the example of Christ 
and be more like him. In union with Jesus, we 
can reach the perfection of love. Our moral life 
grows as eternal life and reaches its fulfi llment 
in the glory of Heaven.
Faith allows us to partake of the life of the • 
Holy Spirit who testifi es to us who Jesus is. 
Christian faith proclaims belief in one God who 
is a Trinity of Persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Christian faith brings us into relationship 
with the Blessed Trinity.
Faith is a gift, but our response must be free• . 
No one can be forced to embrace faith against 
his or her will. Thus, faith is also a free human 
act in which our hearts and minds cooperate 
with God’s gift of grace.
Faith is reasonable.•  Faith is not blind. In re-
vealing himself to us, God gave external proofs 
that support the internal helps of the Holy 
Spirit. Signs like the following help support the 
faith in God’s Revelation that the Church in-
vites us to accept: the miracles of Jesus Christ 
and the saints, prophecies, the growth and 

holiness of the Church, and the great good the 
Church has accomplished since her founding 
by Jesus Christ almost two thousand years ago.
Faith is certain • because it is founded on the 
Word of God who cannot lie.
Faith seeks understanding• . Faith always wants 
to grow in knowledge of the loving God and 
to understand better what he has revealed. So 
growth in faith is a lifelong task. As we grow in 
knowledge of God, our faith will become even 
stronger.
Faith does not confl ict with science. • The truth 
of Revelation does not contradict the truth of 
science. The same God who made things that 
human reason can discover is the same God 
who reveals himself and gives us the gift 
of faith. God does not deny himself. 
The truths that can be discovered in 
the natural world cannot contradict 
the truths that God reveals. “Conse-
quently, methodical research in all 
branches of knowledge, provided 
it is carried out in a truly scientif-
ic manner and does not override 
moral laws, can never confl ict 
with faith” (CCC, 159).
It is possible to lose the gift • 
of faith. Through sinful-
ness, and neglecting the 
dictates of conscience, 
it is possible to weak-
en and even lose the 
gift of faith. To live, 
grow, and persevere in 
the faith until the end 
of our lives requires 
listening to the word of 
God, asking for God’s 
help to strengthen our 
faith, staying close to the 
faith of the Church, and 
living lives of charity.
Catholics also believe that • 
faith is an act of the Church. As a 
gift from God, it comes before the 
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faith of the individual. But it gives life to and 
supports and nourishes the individual Christian. 
If we cooperate with faith, we are on the path 
to eternal life. If we ignore it, we are subject to 
God’s disapproval.
  Whoever believes in the Son has eter-

nal life, but whoever disobeys the Son 
will not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains upon him. (Jn 3:36)

Abraham and Mary are two important models • 
of faith. Abraham, the Father of Faith, obeyed 
God by leaving his homeland to become a pil-
grim in a Promised Land. Because of his faith, 
God created a people through Abraham and 
prepared the way for the Messiah. Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus Christ, lived her entire life as 
a resounding “yes” to God’s work. Her fi delity 
helped fulfi ll God’s plan of Salvation through 
her Son, Jesus Christ. (See Chapter 2 for more 
information about the Blessed Mother as a 
model of faith.)

 For Review
1. What is faith? How is faith a response to 

God’s invitation?

2. How does the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church defi ne virtue?

3. What are the theological virtues? How do 
we acquire these virtues?

4. What does it mean to say that faith is 
both personal and communal?

5. Defi ne religion. In your own words, de-
scribe how religion is different than faith.

6. Why are both Abraham and Mary ideal 
models of faith for us?

 For Refl ection
Tell about a person in whom you have • 
great faith. Was your faith in this person 
always as strong as it is now? Was your 

faith in this person ever tested or 
threatened?

Faith should be both personal and • 
communal. Name three ways that 
communal faith—the faith of your family 
and Church—strengthens your own 
personal faith.

The Catholic Church and 
Faith (CCC, 763–766, 
787–795)
Jesus Christ came into the world to accomplish the 
Father’s plan of Salvation. He, the Word of God, is 
God’s total self-communication. That means that Je-
sus shows us who God is. He ushered in the Kingdom 
of God. His works and his very presence signaled 
the coming of God’s Kingdom. His Death, Resur-
rection, and Ascension accomplished for all time the 
Salvation of the world. And, when the Kingdom of 
God comes in its fullness, the righteous will live for-
ever with Christ, glorifi ed in body and soul.

During his time on earth, Jesus established a 
community to carry on his work in his name after 
his Ascension into heaven. He founded this commu-
nity, “the seed and beginning of the Kingdom . . . 
a little fl ock” (CCC, 764), to continue his mission 
of bringing all people to eternal Salvation. Christ 
founded the Church on the Apostle Peter. We learn 
in the sixteenth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel how 
Simon Peter answered Jesus’ question about Jesus’ 
true identity. Simon Peter’s response to Jesus’ ques-
tion set the stage for the Lord’s foundation of the g
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Catholic Church. Peter said, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the Living 
God” (Mt 16:16). In reply, Jesus said 
to Peter,

Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah. For fl esh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, 
but my heavenly Father. And 
so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of 
the netherworld shall not pre-
vail against it. I will give you 
the keys to the kingdom of
heaven. Whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven. (Mt 16:17–19)

Simon Peter was able to state 
clearly the identity of Jesus because 
God revealed it to him. Jesus gave Si-
mon a new name—Peter—meaning 
“Rock.” On the Rock of Peter, Je-
sus established his Church. The Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church tells 
us:

The Lord Jesus endowed 
his community with a struc-
ture that will remain until the 
Kingdom is fully achieved. 
Before all else there is the 
choice of the Twelve with Pe-
ter as their head. Represent-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel, 
they are the foundation stones 
of the new Jerusalem. The 
Twelve and the other disciples 
share in Christ’s mission and 
his power, but also in his lot. 
By all his actions, Christ pre-
pares and builds his Church. 
(CCC, 765)

Christ gave to Peter and the 
Apostles—and their successors—the 
responsibility to preach the Gospel 
down through the ages. As noted be-
fore, a prime task of the Magisterium 
is to hand on the Deposit of Faith, 
the truths that have been revealed, 
and to see to it that Divine Revela-
tion is accurately, authentically, and 
completely presented to the people of 
the world. This authority comes from 

Body of Christ
A rich image for the Church 
from St. Paul who wrote 
that the Church is like a 
body for which Christ is the 
head. Paul taught that the 
members of the Church are 
like the members or parts 
of the body, drawing direc-
tion from the head and life 
from the rest of the body.
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Jesus himself. This is why the teaching of the Mag-
isterium comes from Christ himself. Our offi cial 
teachers are the voice of Christ. They ensure that the 
truths of Divine Revelation are presented accurately 
for our benefi t and for our Salvation.

The Body of Christ
(CCC, 787–795)
St. Paul gives us a rich image of the Church when 
he teaches that the Church is the Body of Christ in 
the world. Jesus is the Head of the Body; we are its 
members. Faith in Jesus Christ and the Sacrament 
of Baptism incorporate us into the Body of Christ, 
the Church, by power of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul 
writes:

As a body is one though it has many parts, 
and all the parts of the body, though many, 
are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and 
we were all given to drink of one Spirit.
(1 Cor 12:12–13)

This quote emphasizes the dignity of each 
member of Christ’s Body. We are members of the 
Church, each united with Christ and each other. 
Each member of Christ’s Body is important and has 
a role to play in bringing Christ into the world. Each 
of us must use the gifts God gave us to build up 
the Church and to serve other people. In 1 Corinthi-
ans 13, Paul writes that Holy Spirit has given each 
member of Christ’s Body the gift of charity or love, 
the greatest gift of all. In this passage, Paul elabo-
rates the various qualities of love, for example, pa-
tience, kindness, and humility. By putting these into 
action, Christians bring Christ into the world and let 
his Good News shine forth for all people.

Marks of the Church
Also in 1 Corinthians 13, St. Paul emphasizes the 
unity intended for Christ’s Body, the Church. Unity 
is one of the traditional Four Marks of the Church. 

These traits are characteristics that point to the es-
sential features of the Church and her mission. 
These Marks—one, holy, catholic, and apostolic—
build up the faith of Catholics. They can also help 
attract nonbelievers to the Church. A brief explana-
tion of each mark follows.

One•  (CCC, 812–818; 822). The unity of the 
Church is rooted in the mystery of the unity of 
the Blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Unity derives from the Head of the Church, Je-
sus, and the soul of the Church, the Holy Spirit. 
Charity—love—“binds everything together in 
perfect harmony” (Col 3:14 quoted by CCC, 
815). The unity of the Church becomes visible 
in her acknowledgment of one Lord, her  pro-
fession of one faith, her belief in one Baptism, 
and by the granting of her life by the one Holy 
Spirit.
Holy•  (CCC, 823–829). Jesus Christ sacrifi ced 
his life to make the Church holy. He also sent 
the Holy Spirit to help the Church grow in holi-
ness. All members are called to holiness, and 
Christ has given the Church “the fullness of the 
means of salvation,” especially the Seven Sac-
raments, to help each member grow in holiness. 
Charity is the soul of the holiness to which ev-
eryone is called (CCC, 826).
Catholic•  (CCC, 830–835). The Catholic 
Church is universal (catholic means univer-
sal) in two ways: First, Christ is present in the 
Church, which receives from him the fullness 
of the means of Salvation: correct and complete 
confession of faith (doctrine), full sacramen-
tal life, and an ordained ministry that succeeds 
from the Apostles. Second, the Church is Cath-
olic because Christ sends the Church out on 
mission to all people in all places until the end 
of time. No one is excluded from hearing the 
message of the Good News of Salvation.
Apostolic•  (CCC, 857–865). Christ founded the 
Church on the Apostles. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit, it is the teaching of the Apostles that the 
Church faithfully hands on through the centu-
ries. Through accomplishing this missionary 
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mandate of Christ, the Church becomes the 
“universal sacrament of salvation” (CCC, 849).
Finally, the Church is indestructible. She con-
tinues to be taught, made holy (sanctifi ed), and 
upheld infallibly in the truth by the college of 
bishops, whom Christ appointed to succeed the 
Apostles. The Pope and the bishops can trace 
themselves in an unbroken line of succession to 
the Apostles.

When we talk about faith in Divine Revelation, 
then, we must also think of the Church. Christ lives 
in his Church so completely that “Christ and his 
Church thus together make up the “whole Christ” 
(Christus totus). The Church is one with Christ 
(CCC, 795). Faith in Jesus Christ naturally should 
lead the believer to Christ’s Church, the Catholic 

Church, which he founded and in which he lives. 
As we profess in the Nicene Creed at Mass each 
Sunday: “We believe in one, holy, catholic, and ap-
ostolic Church.” Why? Because in the Church we 
fi nd Christ, his Good News of Salvation, and all the 
means Christ left us to grow in holiness.

“God is love, and he who abides in love abides 
in God, and God abides in him” (1 Jn 4:16). These 
words express most beautifully who God is and 
what he has done for us in Jesus Christ: “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). Christ lives in his 
Church. His love can be found there.

What Love Can Do
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1–13. Then, examine how you are building up the Body of 
Christ, that is, the Church. How are you are using that gift of love in your life 
right now? Rate yourself on as scale of 1 to 10 how you are living some of the 
qualities of love discussed by St. Paul. A score of 1 would say: “There’s abso-
lutely no evidence of this in my life.” A score of 10 would say: “I put this into 
practice very well.”

patient:•  I am willing to bear hardship without complaint; I defer to others.

kind:•  With others, I am generous with time, talent, and treasure, not ex-
pecting anything in return.

not jealous:•  I rejoice in the good fortune of others.

not pompous/not infl ated: • I am humble and thank God for all my gifts and 
talents.

not rude:•  I am courteous, gentle, and treat others as individuals to be 
respected.

not quick tempered:•  I easily forgive others, recognizing that they are not 
perfect.

rejoices in truth: • I live by the code that “honesty is the best policy.”

never fails:•  I don’t put conditions on my love; I am dependable.

Tally your score for all eight situations. Be willing to share and discuss your 
“score” with classmates. Talk about what this activity can teach about “what 
love can do.”

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1



God’s Revelation and Our Response 21

 For Review
1. Where in the Gospels does Jesus desig-

nate Peter as the head of the Church? 
Briefl y describe this Gospel account.

2. Explain and describe St. Paul’s comparison 
of the Church to a living body in
1 Corinthians.

3. Name the Four Marks of the Church. Give 
a brief explanation of each of these Four 
Marks.

 For Refl ection
The Scripture passage John 3:16 (see page 
20) has often been called a “mini Gospel.” 
Reread this passage. Answer whether you 
agree or disagree that the line sums up the 
Gospel. Then explain your answer.

EXPLAINING THE FAITH: 
HOW CAN WE KNOW THAT 
GOD REALLY EXISTS?
Other courses may have examined this question in some depth. But for now, 
we can briefl y note several ways that can help us know that God exists: 
reason, personal experience, and trust in others.

We Can Know through Reason
Many brilliant thinkers have put forth logical and convincing arguments 
for the existence of God. St. Thomas Aquinas, for example, presented the 
famous fi ve “proofs” or demonstrations for the existence of God. For example, 
one demonstration shows how everything has a beginning. Logically, there 
must be a Being who was not caused by anything else, a First Cause or a Prime 
Mover, who started everything off.

Related to this argument is the assumption that everything that exists or 
has being must come from Being itself (God). It is interesting that God revealed 
to Moses that his name was YHWH (“I Am Who Am”), a name that stresses that 
God is the Perfect Being from whom all other beings come.

Yet another demonstration for God’s existence is the order to be found 
in the universe. There are laws and patterns in creation that seem to refl ect 
Supreme Intelligence, a Supreme Being we call God. There are other rational 
proofs, too. In most ways, however, these are related to St. Paul’s observation, that God’s “invisible 
attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood and perceived in what he has 
made” (Rm 1:20).

We Can Know through Ordinary Experience
Common human experience also leads us to conclude that there is a God. Earlier in the chapter we noted 
how our restless hearts, which yearn for total happiness, cannot be satisfi ed by any created reality. How 
can we explain this apparent homing device implanted in our human heart unless a loving Creator put it 
there to help us fi nd him? Or how can we explain spiritual qualities like justice, love, beauty, or religious 
experience? They cannot come from any material reality. Does it not seem much more convincing to 
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conclude that these are rooted in a Great Spirit—God—who is the measure of justice, 
beauty, and love itself?

Where does human intelligence come from? The human will? The human desire to 
live forever? Our existence as intelligent beings endowed with free will only seems to 
make sense if there is an intelligent, absolutely free being who made us in his own 
image.

We have certainly been created in freedom with the ability to make our own free choices, 
whether good or bad. This is a function of our human conscience: to provide us with the 
opportunity to discern good and avoid evil and to make concrete choices, approving those 
that are good and rejecting those that are bad. The morality of human acts depends on 

three basics sources: the object chosen, the end or intention for which the choice was made, and the 
circumstances of the moral act. Morality and making good choices depend on a source outside the human 
heart, an absolute standard of what is right and good and true. It is God himself who is the Supreme 
Good and Absolute Truth and who provides us with the standard for making good choices. Our actions 
are good when they conform to God and lead us to Heaven.

The Witness of Those We Trust
The vast majority of people believe that God exists. It is reasonable to believe that they are right. 
Further, Christians believe that God has revealed himself throughout human history. Human beings 
have received the Revelation of God and witnessed God’s direct action in human history. The story 
of Salvation History appears in Sacred Scripture. We also have the testimony of many heroic and holy 
witnesses, including the saints and martyrs. Their intelligence, credibility, holiness, and willingness to 
die for their faith in Jesus Christ as God’s only Son are inspiring and a strong support for belief in God.

Good, holy people living today also believe in God. Our Pope, bishops, priests, deacons, sisters and 
brothers, your parents and grandparents, friends, your parish community, and countless other people 
who love and support you believe in God. Their witness can be a strong support for your own belief 
in God. People outside our faith-community also believe in God. Many different religions attest to 
humanity’s correct conclusion that there must be and is a God who made this universe of ours. Creation 
did not happen by chance.

For those of us who believe, our faith can help us to grow in knowledge of God given to us in his Son, 
Jesus Christ. By staying close to him in prayer, by living moral and loving lives, and by receiving him in 
the Sacraments (especially the Eucharist), we can experience more deeply and personally the reality of 
God, a God who lives, loves us, and sustains our very own existence.

 For Review
1. What saint developed the famous “fi ve proofs for the existence of God”?

2. Describe one of these fi ve proofs for the existence of God.

3. What are some common everyday human experiences that suggest that God truly exists?

4. Explain why the witness of holy or martyred believers is also strong testimony that God re-
ally exists.

 For Refl ection
Name and tell about a famous person—past or present—who had the kind of faith in God that 
you admire and would want to imitate. Explain your choice.



God’s Revelation and Our Response 23
Chapter 1 Q

uick View

Main Ideas
The transcendence of God is the under-• 
standing that God is beyond this world and 
beyond human understanding. God’s im-
manence refers to his presence in the world 
and his closeness to us. (pp. 2–3)
Asking whether God exists is an intrinsically • 
human and ancient question. (pp. 3–4)
St. Augustine describes human curiosity • 
about the existence of God as a restlessness 
of heart that only God himself could answer 
and quiet. (pp. 3–4)
Human beings can and do fi nd God in na-• 
ture and in other human beings. (pp. 4–5)
Atheists are people who do not believe in • 
the existence of God. (p. 5)
Agnostics report that they do not know • 
whether or not God exists. (p. 5)
Divine Revelation is the gift of self-revelation • 
or disclosure that God gives to humanity. (pp. 
6–8)
Salvation History is the continuing story of • 
God’s generous love and interventions to 
save his sinful children. (pp. 7–8)
God established many covenants with hu-• 
man beings to offer the promise of Salvation 
and continue his relationship with them. 
Among them were covenants with Noah, 
with Abraham, with Moses and the Chosen 
People, and with David. (pp. 7–8)
God reveals himself to humanity through • 
Scripture, the Sacred Tradition of the 
Church, and through the Deposit of Faith. 
(pp. 9–13)
Jesus commissioned his Apostles and their • 
successors to proclaim the Good News 
about the Kingdom of God that he had come 
to share. (pp. 9–10)
At fi rst, the Apostles simply preached the • 
Good News, but later the stories of Jesus 
and his ministry and words were written 
down. (pp. 10–11)

The Magisterium is the offi cial teaching au-• 
thority of the Church and is made up of the 
Pope and the bishops who are successors of 
Christ and his Apostles. (p. 10)
The Deposit of Faith is the body or sum of • 
saving truths that Christ gave the Apostles 
that have, in turn, been handed down to the 
Magisterium. (p. 10)
Sacred Scripture, or the Bible, is the written • 
record of Revelation. (p. 10)
Sacred Tradition is the transmission or • 
handing down of the Gospel message as it is 
expressed in Church teaching, life, and wor-
ship. (p. 11)
Tradition, Scripture, and the Magisterium • 
are all intimately related. (p. 11)
The two major divisions of the Bible are • 
the Old Testament, which contains forty-six 
books, and the New Testament, which con-
tains twenty-seven books, including the four 
most important books, the four Gospels. 
(pp. 11–13)
The writing of the Gospels developed after • 
AD 65 and began with the Gospel of Mark. 
The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the 
Gospels and the rest of the Bible as well.
(p. 13)
Faith is our positive response to God’s• 
Revelation. (pp. 13–17)
The theological virtues are faith, hope, and • 
love, and these virtues are infused into our 
souls. (pp. 14–15)
Love (or charity) is the greatest of all vir-• 
tues because it transforms us into God’s 
children and helps us to embrace all other 
virtues. (p. 15)
Faith has both a personal and communal• 
dimension. (pp. 15–16)
Before the Ascension of Jesus, he estab-• 
lished a community to carry on his work. 
This community is the Catholic Church and 
its head, the Pope, is the successor of Peter. 
(pp. 17–18)
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The Body of Christ is a rich image for the • 
Church presented by St. Paul in 1 Corinthi-
ans. This imagery emphasizes the vital, life-
sustaining connection we have with Jesus. 
(p. 19)
The Four Marks of the Church describe the • 
Church as “one, holy, catholic, and apos-
tolic.” These are beliefs we have about the 
nature of the Church that we profess in the 
Nicene Creed that we recite at Mass. (pp. 
19–20)
St. Thomas Aquinas, the brilliant thirteenth-• 
century Dominican theologian and Doctor 
of the Church developed fi ve proofs for the 
existence of God. One of these proofs sug-
gests that there had to be a First Cause, a 
Being who was not caused by anything else. 
(pp. 21–22)
Another compelling “proof” for God that • 
we can identify is the witness of martyrs 
who gave their lives for Christ and the
Gospels. (p. 22)

Terms, People, Places
Choose the italicized term in parentheses that 
best completes each sentence.

1. The (Magisterium/Deposit of Faith) is the 
name for the body of saving truths and core 
beliefs of Catholicism.

2. A (creed/covenant) is the name for a sol-
emn agreement between people and God.

3. An (atheist/agnostic) is a person who does 
not know whether there is a God or not.

4. (Faith/Dogma) is one of the theological 
virtues.

5. The term (immanence/transcendence) re-
fers to God being in the world and close to 
his creatures.

6. (Sacred Scripture/Sacred Tradition) is the 
living transmission of the Catholic faith 
through the teaching, life, and worship of 
the Church.

7. (Religion/Virtue) refers to a set of beliefs, 
values, and practices that bind believers in 
a relationship with God and with others.

Primary Source Quotations
Finding God
The contemplation of God is promised to 
us as the goal of all our acts and the eter-
nal consummation of all our joys.

—St. Augustine of Hippo

Every little glimpse that can be gained 
of God exceeds every pain and every joy 
that one can conceive without it.

—St. Catherine of Genoa

The Creator God
If God had drawn the world from pre-
existent matter, what would be so extraor-
dinary in that? A human artisan makes 
from a given material whatever he wants, 
while God shows his power by starting 
from nothing to make all he wants.

—St. Theosophilus of Antioch

The same loving hand that has created 
you has created me. If he is your Father 
he must be my Father  also. We all be-
long to the same family. Hindus, Mus-
lims, and all people are our brothers and 
sisters. They too are the children of God.

—Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Take some time to ask God to be known in 
your life. Then write a short prayer asking God 
to grant you knowledge of him.

Ongoing Assignments
1. Research and report on St. Thomas Aqui-

nas’s fi ve proofs for the existence of God.
2. Create your own PowerPoint presenta-

tion on faith. View the following video for 
some ideas on how to create your presen-
tation: www.interviewwithgod.com/faith/
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index.htm. Use a Bible Concordance to 
fi nd other quotations on faith.

3. Interview ten people on their beliefs about 
Jesus Christ. Report on common beliefs 
people hold.

4. Create a PowerPoint presentation that 
depicts God’s majesty refl ected in his 
creation.

5. With several classmates, debate the ques-
tion of the existence of God. Share the de-
bate with others.

6. If possible, spend some time with a child 
two or three years of age. Engage the child 
in conversation. Note how many “Why” 
questions he or she asks. Record how you 
answered them.

7. Locate the following New Testament pas-
sages on faith. Transcribe them. Write 
a short paragraph describing what these 
verses are saying about faith. Be sure to 
account for all the elements in all the pas-
sages. Share your paragraph with your 
classmates.

Hebrews 11:6• 

Hebrews 11:1• 

Galatians 5:6• 

Acts 16:31• 

James 2:26• 

8. Beauty can lead us to God. Choose a piece 
of art, a photo, or a musical selection that 
points you to absolute Beauty, that is, to 
the Creator God. Prepare a PowerPoint 
presentation to share with your classmates 
that explains what qualities of God you 
fi nd in the piece you select.

9. Report on the life of your patron saint or 
a favorite saint. Explain how the person 
put into practice the virtues of faith and 
charity.

10. Write some questions you would like to 
ask your peers about their faith life. Choose 
three different peers: (1) a close friend, (2) 
an acquaintance, and (3) a person you do 
not know well. Videotape an interview with 
each using the questions you have prepared. 
Edit the interviews into one presentation 
and play the presentation for your class.

11. Research and report on the history of the 
Apostles’ Creed: www.newadvent.org/cathen/
01629a.htm.

Prayer
A creed is a statement of belief. The word creed 
comes from the Latin word credo (“I believe”). 
When you recite a creed, you are making a per-
sonal act of faith. Two important Christian creeds 
are the Nicene Creed, which we recite at Mass, 
and the Apostles’ Creed. The Apostles’ Creed is 
fi rmly rooted in an early baptismal creed used in 
Rome in the second century. This is signifi cant 
because Peter, the fi rst of the Apostles and the 
Christ-appointed leader of the Church, came to 
Rome to establish the Church there. Thus, the 
great authority of the Apostles’ Creed goes all 
the way back to the theological formulas that 
arose during the time of Peter (the fi rst Pope) and 
the Apostles.

The Apostles’ Creed is simple, short, logi-
cally ordered, and prayerful. It highlights the es-
sential Christian doctrine of the Blessed Trinity 
by proclaiming faith in

the fi rst divine Person (the almighty and • 
eternal God) and the wonderful work of 
creation;
the second divine Person (Jesus Christ, • 
God-made-man) and his marvelous 
work of Redemption;
the third divine Person (the Holy Spirit), • 
who is the origin and source of sanctifi -
cation that comes to us through Christ’s 
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one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church 
(CCC, 190).

Recite the Apostles’ Creed slowly, refl ecting 
on each of the phrases.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,
 the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ
 his only Son, Our Lord.
He was conceived by the
 power of the Holy Spirit
 and born to the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, died and was
 buried.
 He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again
He ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right
 hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge
 the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.
 Amen.

Refl ection• : Which articles of the Creed 
mean the most to you? Why?
Resolution• : Memorize the Apostles’ Creed 
and recite it daily for the next two weeks.




