
This prayer service is best used after the students have studied Unit 2 of The Church: Our Story. 
 

Prayer Service: 
“Prayer for Christian Unity” 

 
Teacher Notes 
During the ritual part of this prayer service, students will create a paper chain symbolic of their 
place in building church unity.  Since this prayer service is designed for near the beginning of 
this course, it would be ideal both to chain together the links from all students (in all sections) 
taking this course and also to create a visual display that would highlight the call for unity in the 
Church as you continue through the rest of this course. 
 
Needs: 

• a decorated prayer table with a Bible and a candle (if fire laws allow) 
• glue or tape 
• students should have a prayer journal or paper to write on 
• a ten-inch by two-inch slip of paper for each student (to be made into a paper chain) 
• optional soft music for the Prayer Ritual 
• the song “We Are One Body” by Dana Scanlon, if available 

 
Introduction 
We have begun to see in our study of the Church how easily divisions can sever the unity of the 
Church.  These divisions often sprung from misunderstandings and lack of communication.  St. 
Paul reminds us that we are ONE body in Christ and that our unity is more than desirable, it is 
necessary for the vitality of the Church.  Jesus himself made his desire for unity among his 
disciples rather clear in his final discourse in the Gospel of John.  Today we will hear again 
Christ’s desire for unity in the Church, reflect on the ways in which we have been sources of 
unity or disunity, and pray that all may be one in Christ. 

 
Opening Prayer 
One God,  
Father, Son, and Spirit, 
as you are one in the Trinity,  
may we be one in you.  Amen. 
 
Reading 1:  1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 
You are the body of Christ. 
 
Reflection Question #1 
What gifts do you possess?  How can those gifts be used to build up the church?  Have you held 
back any of your gifts out of fear or insecurity? 

 
Reading 2: John 17:20-26 
May they all be one. 
 
Reflection Question #2 



Write a prayer/response to Jesus’ prayer in John 17.  What would your response to Jesus be if he 
was speaking these words directly to you today? 
 
Reading 3:  from the encyclical Ut Unum Sint by Pope John Paul II, 1995. 
“How could [Christians] refuse to do everything possible, with God's help, to break down the 
walls of division and distrust, to overcome obstacles and prejudices which thwart the 
proclamation of the Gospel of salvation in the Cross of Jesus, the one Redeemer of man, of every 
individual?... To believe in Christ means to desire unity; to desire unity means to desire the 
Church; to desire the Church means to desire the communion of grace which corresponds to the 
Father's plan from all eternity. Such is the meaning of Christ's prayer: ‘Ut unum sint [“May they 
be one]’” (no. 2, 9). 
 
Reflection Question #3 
What can you do to “break down the walls of division and distrust” and “overcome obstacles and 
prejudices” among your classmates, friends, and family members?  What have you already done?  
How do these actions for unity contribute to the building up of the whole church? 
 
Prayer Ritual 
Leader:  I am handing out to you a slip of paper.  On one side of the slip, write one or two gifts 
you possess that you are willing to share with the church--your answer to Reflection Question 
#1. On the other side, write what you will do to help heal the divisions in the Church—your 
answer to Reflection Question #3.  As you finish, come forward and begin to form a paper chain. 
 
Soft music optional. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Play the song “We Are One Body,” if available, or pray together The Lord’s Prayer as a sign of 
Christian unity. 


