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Forest of Peace

Notre Dame, IN—John C. Cavadini, renowned theologian and director of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s Institute for Church Life, opens The Charism of Priestly Celiba-
cy with timely questions: “What is the meaning of priestly celibacy? It is sometimes 
explained that celibacy is a ‘discipline’ that the Roman Catholic Church observes, and 
yet that explanation can itself be misleading. Is celibacy simply a practical disci-
pline, providing for increased availability of the priest? Or is there more to the idea 
of priestly celibacy?” 

A collection of essays from leading authorities in Scripture, Church history, theol-
ogy, pastoral leadership, and psychology, The Charism of Priestly Celibacy presents 
a robust understanding of priestly celibacy not as an extrinsic restriction but as an 
ideal that “grows out of the very theology of priesthood.”

Contributions from such experts as Rev. Raniero Cantalamessa, O.F.M, Archbishop 
Allen Vigneron, and Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti unlock the history and theology of 
celibacy in an age when the practice and belief are under scrutiny and often criti-
cized as an outdated burden. This newly released volume paints a different picture: 
one of gratitude for the gift of celibacy and the personal and spiritual growth it pro-
vides for priests. One contributor calls the work a “reversal of mindset” in reframing 
the issue of celibacy. Despite its challenges, recent surveys demonstrate more than 
75 percent of priests feel personally called to celibacy and find it a source of grace 
in their lives. 

The Charism of Priestly Celibacy is a resource for those discerning a priestly vocation, 
vocations directors and offices, and lay people seeking greater understanding of  
priestly celibacy as a gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Priests and Theologians Reframe Priestly Celibacy as Gift of the Holy Spirit

John C. Cavadini is the McGrath-Cavadini Director of the Institute 
for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame. A member of Notre 
Dame’s department of theology, Cavadini served as chair of the depart-
ment from 1997 to 2010, during which time he led the department to a 
top-ten position in the National Research Council rankings of doctoral 
programs. He is an expert in patristic and early medieval theology, with 
a special focus on the theology of St. Augustine. In November 2009 he 
was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to a five-year term on the Interna-
tional Theological Commission.


