
“There is no better introduction to the New Testament than New     
Testament Basics for Catholics. Dr. Bergsma’s book is clear and 

simple, but it runs deep. He is gifted at making connections and com-
municating great mysteries in words that are a pleasure to read.” 

 
SCOTT HAHN 

Author of Angels and Saints

BERGSMA OFFERS ACCESSSIBLE                           
INTRODUCTION TO UNDERSTANDING            
THE NEW TESTAMENT

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—Award-winning author and popular theology professor 
John Bergsma follows up his popular Bible Basics for Catholics with a more in-
depth look at the New Testament.

In New Testament Basics for Catholics, Bergsma simplifies the New Testament by 
focusing on four writers whose work comprises about 90 percent of it: Matthew, 
Luke, Paul, and John. The common thread through these authors is the theme, 
“the Kingdom of God.”  Matthew shows us that the “kingdom has come!” in the 
person of Jesus, the heir to the throne of David.  Luke shows us that the “kingdom 
grows!” beginning with Jesus’ ministry and continuing into the early Church.  
Paul teaches us about “living in the kingdom” in his several letters, especially 
Romans.  Finally, John gives us a vision of the “kingdom perfected” in the future, 
both in his gospel and in the Book of Revelation. A concluding chapter offers sug-
gestions for further study. 

Bergsma’s insightful guide is for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of 
the New Testament writings. 

An expanded edition of Bergsma’s Bible Basics for Catholics—which has sold more 
than 60,000 copies—is being re-released this fall with an additional chapter on 
covenant fulfillment in the Book of Revelation.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

John Bergsma is professor of Theology at the Franciscan University of Steuben-
ville and a senior fellow at the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology. Twice voted 
Faculty of the Year by graduating classes at Franciscan University, he is a popular 
teacher whose love of scripture inspires his students. 

Bergsma earned Master of Divinity and Master of Theology degrees and served 
as a Protestant pastor for four years before converting to Catholicism in 2001 
while working on his doctorate in theology at the University of Notre Dame. He 
specialized in Old Testament and the Dead Sea Scrolls, graduating with high 
honors in 2004. His articles, some coauthored with Scott Hahn, have appeared 
in the Journal of Biblical Literature and other academic and popular periodicals. 
A frequent speaker at conferences and parishes, Dr. Bergsma has appeared as a 
guest on Franciscan University Presents, EWTN’s The Journey Home, and Relevant 
Radio’s Drew Mariani Show. He and his wife Dawn live with their eight children 
in Steubenville, Ohio.

“A brilliant book done in a brilliant way. New Testament Basics for Catho-
lics is an easy way to understand the big picture of the New Testament. A 

must for anyone wanting to learn more about Jesus and the early Church.” 
 

KEVIN COTTER 
FOCUS Senior Director of Curriculum



PRAISE FOR NEW TESTAMENT BASICS               
FOR CATHOLICS

“Nobody alive teaches the biblical basics as clearly and memorably as John 
Bergsma. I am addicted to his work. In this book he helps us to see subtle touches 
that the ancient authors of the New Testament intended us to see, but often get 
lost in translation. Bergsma makes New Testament Basics for Catholics as vivid as 
our memories and enables us to apply the scriptures to our own lives.”  
Mike Aquilina 
Writer, speaker, and educator

SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS: 

1. How does New Testament Basics for Catholics differ from Bible Basics for Catholics?

2. Why focus on the writings of Paul, Matthew, Luke, and John?

3. What do you hope readers will take away from the book?

4. Bible Basics also has been expanded and rereleased. What’s different about this edition?
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