
NOTRE DAME, Ind.—Venerable Fulton J. Sheen (1895–1979) is one of the 
most beloved Catholic evangelists of all time.

First published in 1935, The Mystical Body of Christ captures the theological 
brilliance and communicative genius of the former archbishop whose radio and 
television broadcasts, including Life Is Worth Living, have reached millions of 
homes since the 1950s. More than thirty of his works are still in print.

This full-length and fully developed work about the Church as an extension 
of the Incarnation reveals Sheen’s accessible and theologically astute teaching 
style in the early years of his ministry. The book’s themes of the Eucharist as a 
source of unity for the Mystical Body of Christ—the Church—and the link be-
tween the liturgy and works of social justice were echoed in the Second Vatican 
Council several decades later.

A recent advance in Sheen’s cause for beatification, the healing of a young boy 
for which there is no medical explanation, will create renewed interest among 
his admirers and introduce the spirituality of this Catholic icon to a whole new 
generation of believers.
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The life and teachings of Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen anticipated 
and embodied the spirit of both the Second Vatican Council and the New 
Evangelization. A gifted orator and writer, he was a pioneer in the use of 
media for evangelization: His radio and television broadcasts reached an esti-
mated thirty million weekly viewers. He also wrote more than sixty works on 
Christian living and theology, many of which are still in print.

Upon his death in 1979, Sheen was buried at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York. His cause for canonization was returned to his home diocese of Peoria in 
January 2011, and Sheen was proclaimed “Venerable” by Pope Benedict XVI 
on June 28, 2012. The first miracle attributed to his intercession was approved 
in March 2014, paving the way for his beatification.
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“In a world bent on 
separating Jesus from his 
Church, Christ from his 
Body, Sheen’s masterful 
book bridges that divide, 
inviting people to cross it.”

Brandon Vogt
Author of Saints and 

Social Justice

Timely Book Captures 
Sheen’s Theological Brilliance

“Fulton Sheen’s The Mystical Body of Christ remains a serious and significant 
contribution to the mystical body theology of the twentieth century. “

Rev. Robert Barron
Founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries


