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Name__________________________________

          Your Life in Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality







           Directed Reading Worksheet

Date____________________________________ 
           Chapter 2 Making Moral Decisions
Directions: Read through the chapter and fill in the missing information. All the questions run sequentially with the chapter — the first questions relate to material presented first in the chapter, etc.  If a true/false statement is false, correct it.

1. In morality we have to work hard to search for ______________, and then we should ____________ on it. One of the reasons we live in a world that has difficulty discerning ____________ from ____________ may be that people do not take the time to think.

2. What is prudence and how is it related to other virtues?

3. What are the four major steps of the “STOP Sign” approach to moral decision-making?

4. Explain what is involved in a process of discernment.

5. Catholic morality is based on ________________, on the way things __________, on how God _________ them and intends them to be. It is not based on ______________ thinking.

6. What is the meaning of the quote from Rudyard Kipling?

7. What are the three major aspects of every moral action?

8. A ___________ question helps us to determine if the matter of our action is good or bad, if it is directed to our true good or is _____________ and destructive. Human _____________ helps us recognize and ____________ which actions correspond to our true good.

9. What does it mean to call an action “intrinsically evil?”

10. What does Pope John Paul II mean in the Gospel of Life when he says, relating to abortion, that we have to have the courage to look the truth in the eye and call things by their proper name?

11. What we do is incredibly __________________ because God calls us to become fully ___________ by putting him above __________ and loving our ___________________ as ourselves.

12. What are the various elements of an action?

13. True or False? According to The Splendor of Truth, “the morality of the human act depends primarily and fundamentally on the responses of others to the action.”

14. The answer to the ________ question gets to the motive or _____________ for performing an action. Because intention resides in the __________ of the subject acting, it is often called the ______________ dimension in morality.

15. What is an example of the importance of intention in the legal system?

16. True or False?  Your motive or intention is a significant factor in judging the morality of the objective act.

17. What are the two rules for governing intentions?

18. True or False?  A bad intention cannot contaminate a seemingly good act.

19. What examples did Jesus teach to illustrate the importance of good intentions?

20. What does it mean to say that the end does not justify the means? What is one example of this?


21. What are some motives or intentions people use to justify abortion?

22. True or False?  The questions of who, where, when, and how help reveal the intention of a particular moral action.

23. True or False?  Circumstances can increase or decrease the moral goodness or evil of an act.

24. True or False?  Circumstances always make a difference in judging the morality of a case.

25. True or False?  Time may or may not affect the goodness or evil of a case.

26. True or False?  The how question (the means) may or may not make a difference in the rightness or wrongness of an action. 

27. Taking the right action involves ________________ various possibilities before taking _________. It also involves examining the ____________________ of each action. 

28. What is the message of the ancient proverb about the blind men trying to describe an elephant?

29. What virtue is the foundation of all human relationships?

30. We should never act without considering the _________________ of our actions. The moral ____________ is the decisive factor but we should look at the possible ____________ of our proposed actions.

31. What are some of the unfortunate consequences of sexual indulgence outside of God’s plan?

32. What’s an excellent question to ask when considering consequences?

33. What are two good rules to apply when considering the consequences of proposed actions?

34. Christian morality is very _________________ to the impact our actions have on others and recognizes that as human beings we live ___________ others, and as Christians we live _____________ others.

35. What are two ways we show our consideration for other people?

36. When _____________ are involved, we need to take extra ___________ to guarantee that our actions mean what we want them to ____________ and that they do not ___________ others or ourselves.

37. What is one common thread in several of the sayings quoted on page 61?

38. What are some of the guideposts the Church provides to help us make moral decisions?

39. True or False?  The Magisterium of the Church refers to the Holy Father and the bishops as authentic teachers who have Christ’s authority to teach.

40. True or False?  Jesus gave the Magisterium the gift of perfection which preserves them from error in matters of faith and morals.

41. True or False?  According to the CCC we are not obliged to observe the constitutions and decrees conveyed by the legitimate authority of the Church. 

42. How does the CCC define prayer?

43. What are some examples of Jesus taking time to pray?

44. In the Our Father, Jesus invites us to call God “Father” and he asks us to ____________ that God’s will be done. If ________ is our Father, then we are __________________________________ to one another treating everyone with respect and _____________.

45. When we pray to do __________________ we achieve happiness by doing what is ___________ for us and strengthening our ____________ to do God’s will for which we pray.

46. What simple definition of prayer is given here? What are the two parts?

47. What are the benefits of slowing down and quieting down to listen to God?

48. What secret does the Fox reveal to the Little Prince?

49. According to Deus Caritas Est what does a Christian seek through prayer?

50. Prayer is very _________________ because it enables us to meet ____________________, who tells us of his great love and _________________ us to see our __________________ as someone worthy of our love. 
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