
CAMELI FINDS ORIGINS 
OF FAITH IN FAMILY HISTORY

NOTRE DAME, Ind.— Discovering the origins of our faith can be a bit like sift-
ing through history to find a long-lost relative.

In The Archaeology of Faith, Rev. Louis Cameli digs into his ancestry to uncover 
the source of his faith. He invites believers and seekers alike to examine their own 
faith in the context of history and within the community of the Church.

Tracing the evolution of faith from pre-Christian times in his ancestral village of 
Grottamare on Italy’s Adriatic coast, Cameli discovered how faith intersects with 
the most basic predicaments of life. While studying the rise of monasticism, he 
learned that faith is lived in community. As he looked at the medieval raids of 
Saracen pirates, Cameli found a sense of living with vulnerability. Finally, he real-
ized that trust in God was modeled for him by the relatives who farm the same 
land today as their ancestors did. 

As Cameli studied the rich complexity of faith in his family history, he reflected 
on his own life, his vocation, and the personal challenges that his beliefs pose. He 
invites readers to do the same.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Rev. Louis J. Cameli is a Chicago Heights, Illinois, native 
and a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. He is the author 
of more than a dozen books, including The Devil You Don’t 
Know.

Fr. Cameli has been active in formation of priests and 
served in parishes and as a professor and retreat leader. He 
has served as the delegate for Cardinal Francis George for 
Christian Formation and Mission at Holy Name Cathedral, 
Chicago.

“I loved Louis Cameli’s book for the highly readable account of his ancestral Italian home with its dense 
layers going back from prehistory to the saga of his own immigrant grandparents who ended up in 

Chicago. Cameli wisely underscores a somewhat hidden truth of Catholic Christianity, namely, that it has 
a name and a local habitation. This is no trip down nostalgia lane but rather an example how, like the 

householder of the Gospel, one brings forth old things and new.”
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