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Handout 3A 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: My Baptism
1.  Suppose you were not baptized as a baby. What do you think might lead you to seek Baptism 

at this point in your life?

2.  Do you think it’s better to be baptized as a baby or as an adult? Explain your answer.
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Handout 3B

Name _________________________________

Scripture Study: The Baptism of Jesus

Mark 1:9–11 Matthew 3:13–17 Luke 3:19–22 John 1:29–34

19 Now herod the tet-
rarch, who had been 
censured by [John] be-
cause of herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and be-
cause of all the evil 
deeds herod had com-
mitted, 20 added still an-
other to these by [also] 
putting John in prison.

29 The next day [John] 
saw Jesus coming to-
ward him and said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin 
of the world. 30 he is 
the one of whom I said, 
‘a man is coming after 
me who ranks ahead of 
me because he existed 
before me. 31 I did not 
know him, but the rea-
son why I came bap-
tizing with water was 
that he might be made 
known to Israel.”

9 It happened in those 
days that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Gali-
lee and was baptized in 
the Jordan by John.

13 Then Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the 
Jordan to be baptized 
by him.

14 John tried to prevent 
him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, 
and yet you are coming 
to me?” 15 Jesus said to 
him in reply, “allow it 
now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righ-
teousness.” Then he al-
lowed him.

 16 after Jesus was bap-
tized, he came up from 
the water and be-
hold, the heavens were 
opened [for him], and 
he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a 
dove [and] coming upon 
him. 17 and a voice came 
from the heavens, say-
ing, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

 32 John testified further, 
saying, “I saw the Spirit 
come down like a dove 
from the sky and remain 
upon him. 33 I did not 
know him, but the one 
who sent me to baptize 
with water told me, ‘On 
whomever you see the 
Spirit come down and 
remain, he is the one 
who will baptize with 
the holy Spirit.’ 34 Now 
I have seen and testi-
fied that he is the Son 
of God.”

21 after all the people 
had been baptized and 
Jesus also had been 
baptized and was pray-
ing, heaven was opened 
22 and the holy Spirit de-
scended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. 
and a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased.”

10 On coming up out of 
the water he saw the 
heavens being torn 
open and the Spirit, 
like a dove, descending 
upon him. 11 and a voice 
came from the heavens, 
“You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well 
pleased.”
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Handout 3C 

Name _________________________________

Journal Reflection: Helping Our Catechumens
The entire Christian assembly has a responsibility to help and guide the catechumens in their study and preparation. What are some ways 

you can assist the catechumens, either through your prayers, example, words, or actions?

prayers:

Example:

words:

actions:
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Handout 3D 

Name _________________________________

Small group Discussion: Precepts of the Church

PRECEPT QUESTIONS

1 

1. what are the times of Sunday (and Saturday night) Masses in your parish?

2. which time do you prefer to celebrate Mass? why?

2 

3. If the church did not require you to receive the Sacrament of reconciliation at least 
once a year, would you take part in this sacrament voluntarily? Explain.

4. when do you plan to celebrate the Sacrament of reconciliation next?

3 

5. Using a Church calendar for this year, what are the dates you can fulfill your Easter 
Duty?

First Sunday in Lent:________________ Trinity Sunday: ________________

6. when do you plan to receive the Eucharist next?

4 

7. what are the times of Masses on holy Days of Obligation in your parish?

8. which of these times do you prefer to celebrate Mass? why?

5 

9. Many americans today are unhealthy because they are overweight. Do you think the 
church should have more fast and abstinence days throughout the year to encourage peo-
ple to be more disciplined both spiritually and physically?

10. how does maintaining our health relate to being children of God?

6 

11. how much money do you tend to have/spend each week?

12. If it would be too difficult to give 10 percent to the Church, how much money could 
you give each week?


