
PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF HOW TO FOLLOW 
THE MINISTRY OF JESUS IN PARISHES TODAY

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—Jared Dees learned a valuable lesson from his students: 
teaching is not the same as evangelization.

The popular author, catechist, and creator of The Religion Teacher website found 
instead—as in Jesus’ own ministry—if you focus first on healing the wounded, 
then proclaiming the Word of God, and finally teaching, you can bring people of 
all ages to Christ. Using examples from his own teaching, stories from the Bible, 
and the lives of the saints, Dees offers a fresh and engaging approach and practi-
cal ideas for following the ministry of Jesus in Catholic classrooms, youth, college, 
and young adult ministry, and adult faith formation programs.

Jesus had a threefold ministry on Earth: to heal the sick and wounded, proclaim 
the Good News, and teach those who became his disciples. It’s an approach imi-
tated by the saints throughout history and continues to be the cornerstone of suc-
cessful ministry in parishes, Catholic schools, and other vibrant programs today.

Dees, author of 31 Days to Becoming a Better Religious Educator, offers practical 
examples of how to apply Jesus’s threefold ministry to everyday life and all levels 
of parish ministry: allow yourself to be constantly evangelized; learn to help oth-
ers through both good and bad times; and root yourself in community. He also 
suggests examples of ministries that are effectively reaching the faithful of all ages 
today. 
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“To Heal, Proclaim, and 
Teach is an extremely 

readable, entirely practical 
guide for anyone interested 
in this critically important 
topic. Great book; we love 
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