
Notre Dame, IN— The language of Catholic social teaching emerges regularly in American public 
discourse, often connected to discussions about religious freedom, abortion, immigrant rights, 
racism, and capital punishment. “Just as it is important that we act on behalf of the Gospel, so too 
is it important that we know why we are doing what we do,” McKenna writes. In this revised and 
updated edition of A Concise Guide to Catholic Social Teaching, pastor and canon law expert Kevin E. 
McKenna incorporates crucial teaching documents by Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and the 
US bishops that were released in the past decade. 

A Concise Guide to Catholic Social Teaching is an indispensable starting point for ministry formation 
and academic study. McKenna notes that it is “intended for use by the busy parish priest, deacon, or 
lay leader, providing a preaching or teaching resource that can be helpful in addressing the social 
concerns that are raised in the scriptures.” 

McKenna offers questions for self-study or group conversation, a thematic homily and catechetical 
message guide, a chart of historic milestones, key papal biographies, a sample Penance service, and 
ancillary digital materials. Building on the core themes of human dignity, community, rights and 
responsibilities, option for the poor, dignity of work, solidarity, and care of creation, McKenna expertly 
distills Catholic social teaching into accessible, bite-size summaries. 
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“This guide is a vital reference for those interested in applying 
Catholic social teaching to the ongoing debates in the public square.”

Larry Snyder
President

Catholic Charities USA

Kevin E. McKenna is pastor of the Cathedral Community in Rochester, New York. He is 
past president of the Canon Law Society of America and former chancellor and canonical 
consultant for the Diocese of Rochester. McKenna has authored numerous articles and 
books and serves as general editor for the Concise Guide Series.


