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Across

3 He was a brilliant military strategist called 
“Maccabeus” who succeeded Mattathias 
(5)

5 The dynasty descending from Ptolemy I, a 
general under Alexander the Great (9)

8 A group of Jews whose resistance to 
foreign influence took them to the extreme 
position of living in entirely separate 
communities in the desert around the Dead 
Sea (7)

10 Worship of ____ was the greatest 



abomination to traditional Jews (5,4)

11 The Feast of Booths or Tabernacles (6)

13 All seven of her husbands died on her 
wedding night (5)

14 Antiochus IV had an altar to ____ erected 
in the Temple (4)

15 The local leader of a community’s 
synagogue (5)

16 The Alexandrian Jewish community would 
remain an important center of Jewish 
culture in the ____ (8)

19 The ____ Dynasty were descendants of the 
Maccabees who ruled in Judea after the 
ousting of the last of the Syrians (9)

20 The common Greek language introduced in 
Palestine by Alexander the Great (5)

21 Name for the Jewish Sabbath (7)

23 One of Antipater’s sons who became king 
of Judea in 37 BC (5)

25 A group of Jews whose response to foreign 
rule was one of cultural and religious 
separatism (9)

30 The official religion of the Persians (14)

31 The most secure “bank” for the Jews (6)

32 He virtually banned the practice of 
traditional Jewish religion, including study 
of the Law, observance of the Sabbath, 
circumcision of male children, and Temple 
sacrifice (9,2)

33 The “Jewel of the Mediterranean” (10)

34 Biblical books such as 1 Maccabees and 
Judith reflect a more “____” stance on 
reclaiming Jewish independence (9)

38 He began a campaign to expand Jewish 
territories, eventually nearly replicating the 
land Israel held at the time of David (4,8)

40 The word ____ is taken from the Jewish 
word for Passover: pasch (7)

42 The book of Esther is unique because it 
exists in both ____ and Greek forms (6)

43 The two books of ____ are the principle 

Biblical sources describing Hellenistic 
influence on the Jews (9)

44 Ptolemies also allowed ____ autonomy and 
apparently made no outright efforts to 
impose Hellenization on the Jews (9)

45 Originally an aristocratic group of wealthy 
Jews in Jerusalem who favored strict 
adherence to the letter of the Torah and 
regarded Temple worship as essential (9)

46 When the Romans destroyed the Temple in 
70 AD the Sadducee and Pharisee sects 
disappeared and the rabbis became the 
____ leaders of Judaism (9)

47 The last surviving son of Mattathias whose 
forces overthrew the remaining Syrian 
fortifications and proclaimed the long-
awaited Jewish independence (5)

48 The religious authority of the Jews (4,6)

Down

1 He was likely raised within the Pharisaic 
tradition and practice (5)

2 The “festival of lights” (8)

4 The ____ Temple was not finished until 63 
AD, seven years before the Romans 
destroyed it again (6)

5 Their rule lasted from the time of Cyrus’s 
conquest of Babylon in 539 until the arrival 
of Alexander the Great in 333 BC (7)

6 She was a beautiful Jewish maiden who 
was chosen to replace the former queen of 
Persia (6)

7 The religious message in Tobit is that the 
virtue of God’s people will triumph over 
both the ____ of their oppressors and their 
own ____ (10)

9 The Jews did not regain control of their 
own governance in their own land until the 
establishment of the state of ____ 
following World War II (6)

12 A collection of rabbinical teachings 
collected after the destruction of the 
Temple (6)



15 The Jewish new year (4,8)

17 Commonly known as Passover (6)

18 A local priest of the family later known as 
the Hasmoneans who refused the order to 
sacrifice to Greek gods (10)

22 ____ emphasizes the benefits of traditional 
forms of Jewish piety: prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving (5)

24 Ancient scrolls containing the oldest known 
manuscripts of the books of the Old 
Testament in Hebrew (4,3)

26 Latin for “seventy,” the Greek translation 
of the Hebrew Scriptures (10)

27 The rise of Jewish nationalism which began 
as a movement to return the Jews to their 
homeland in Palestine (7)

28 The Roman general who stripped the 
Hasmoneans of their power (6)

29 The message of Daniel 1 to 6 is that 
cooperation with civil authorities combined 
with ____ to God will protect the Jews and 
allow them to survive under foreign rule (9)

30 A Jewish sect, active during New 
Testament times, who favored military 
resistance to Roman authority (7)

35 These rulers drove out the Ptolemies and 
came into power in Palestine under the 
leadership of Antiochus III (8)

36 He survived inside a lion’s den (6)

37 The Gospels suggest that this meal was a 
Passover meal (4,6)

38 She actively stands up for her Faith on 
behalf of God’s People by beheading the 
enemy of the Jews (6)

39 The day of atonement (3,6)

40 A Jewish spring festival known as the 
“feast of lots” (5)

41 A meeting place for study and prayer 
introduced by the Pharisees (9)

42 A Hebrew word meaning “loyal ones” (7)


