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Understanding the Ten Commandments

The Commandments Requirements and Virtues Forbidden Sins

I. I am the Lord your God: you 
shall not have strange gods be-
fore me.

II. You shall not take the name of 
the Lord your God in vain. 

III. Remember to keep holy the 
Lord’s day.

IV. Honor your father and your 
mother.

V. You shall not kill.

VI. You shall not commit adultery.

VII. You shall not steal.

VIII. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor.

IX. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife.

X. You shall not covet anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.
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No One Else Can Do What God Is Calling You to Do

When thinking about the future, we generally ask ourselves,

“What do I want to do?”

But have you ever asked yourself,

“What does God want me to do?”

While we share with others the mission described in Matthew 28, each of us has a specifi c personal mission, a life work that is more than 
a career or a job or even what “I want to do.” God has entrusted each of us with a unique set of talents, skills, virtues, and spiritual gifts, 
and God wants us to use them in a particular way over our lifetime. This is what stewardship is all about.

In their pastoral letter on stewardship, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops wrote: “A Christian steward is one who 
receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and accountable manner, shares them in justice and love with 
others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.”

Stewardship = Sharing Time, Talent, Treasure, and Tradition

Time: Name two specifi c ways you will share your time with others.
1.

2.

Talent: These are my three best talents and how I think I can share them.
1.

2. 

3. 

Treasure: I commit to share ____________ percent of my personal income with my parish.

Tradition: How can you share your tradition?

The Steward’s Prayer

God, show me what you want me to do today;

guide me where you want me to do it,

point out when you want me to do it

And teach me how to get it done.
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Easy Essays

“What we give to the poor for Christ’s sake is what we carry with us when we die.”
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Rich and Poor

There is a rub

between the rich

who like to get richer

and the poor

who don’t like

to get poorer.

The rich,

who like

to get richer

turn to the Church

to save them

from the poor

who don’t like

to get poorer.

But the Church

can only tell the rich

who like

to get richer,

“Woe to you rich,

who like to get richer,

if you don’t help the poor

who don’t like to get poorer.”

© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © ©

Love Demands . . .

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Better and Better Off

The world would be better off

if people tried to become better.

And people would become better

if they stopped trying to become better off.

For when everybody tries to become better off

nobody is better off.

But when everybody tries to

become better,

everybody is better off.

Everybody would be rich

if nobody tried to become richer.

And nobody would be poor

If everybody tried to be the poorest.

And everybody would be what

he ought to be

if everybody tried to be

what he wants the other fellow to be.


