
Jesus Shares His Father’s Love 
 

A prayer service to be used with Chapter 4 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and 
Ministry. 
 
Gathering 
 
LEADER: Loving Father, you have cradled us in your embrace, like a loving 
parent, like a friend, and like a true companion. Continue to encourage us, lead 
us, guide us and protect us as we work to truly love in all our words and actions. 
We ask this in the name of your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
All: Amen 

 
Scriptural Reflection 
 
LEADER: Father, you are truly the source of all love. You comfort us. 
 
ALL: As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you (Is 66:13).  
 
LEADER: You made us, O Lord, and gave us life.  
 
ALL: Is he not your father who begot you, the one who made and established 
you? (Dt 32:6b).  
 
LEADER: You revealed yourself, O God. 
 
ALL: “I am the way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6).  
 
LEADER: Father, through your Son, you revealed yourself. 
 
ALL: “The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who 
dwells in me is doing his works” (Jn 14:9–10).  
 
LEADER: You have loved us. 
 
ALL: With age-old love I have loved you; so I have kept my mercy toward you 
(Jer 31:3).  
 
LEADER: Your love flows through us through our actions.  
 



ALL: No one has ever seen God. Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, 
and his love is brought to perfection in us (1 Jn 4:12). 
 
LEADER: Father, you gave us your Son, your one true love.  
 
ALL: We also know that the Son of God has come and has given us discernment 
to know the one who is true (1 Jn 5:20).  
 
LEADER: You taught us to love. 
 
ALL: “As I have loved you, so you also should love one another” (Jn 13:34).  
 
LEADER: Your love is your promise and covenant. 
 
ALL: “If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love” (Jn 15:9–10)  
 
Amen. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord (Matthew 25:31–46)  
 
READER: 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And 
he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats.  He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  Then the 
king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for 
me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him and say, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to 
them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’  Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart 
from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me 
no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’  Then they will 



answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, 
‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not 
do for me.’  And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 
ALL: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflect on the words from the Gospel. How have you come to know God through your 
service of neighbor?  
 

 
Prayer For Courage (page 154 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry) 
 
O gracious Father, source of all excellent things, grant us strength and hope in 
these days of uncertainty, finding courage through your Holy Spirit, and give us 
grace so to live, not in our own weakness, but in your unceasing steadfastness, 
ever encouraged by the company of Heaven; through Jesus Christ, your son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

 
Concluding Song Suggestion 
I Have Loved You by Michael Joncas (1979, OCP Publications) 
 


