
FOUCAULD’S SPIRITUAL VISION ENDURES 
A HUNDRED YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—Published in celebration of the one-hundredth anniversary 
of Blessed Charles de Foucauld’s death on Dec. 1, 1916, Hidden in God highlights 
the profound conversion that led Foucauld to embrace the life of a hermit in the 
Sahara, where he was eventually murdered by a band of marauders.

Foucauld (1858-1916) was a complex man: Born into French aristocracy, he floun-
dered as a military officer, but rediscovered his Catholic heritage and eventually 
lived voluntarily as an impoverished priest/hermit in the Sahara desert.

Foucauld’s legacy is an enduring spiritual vision: believe in God, you should live for 
God and make him your reason for living. Drawing from his letters and journals, 
scholar and retreat leader Bonnie Thurston explores how the hidden life of Christ 
in Nazareth brings the grace of great closeness to Jesus; the gift of Christ’s life in the 
desert is the grace of complete dependence on God; and the grace of Jesus’ public 
life is the practice of charity and self-giving. Thurston demonstrates how these 
three locations are metaphors for states of spiritual life and ministry and how each 
one brings both a challenge and a danger. Words of wisdom from Foucauld, as well 
as questions to ponder and biblical texts to explore conclude each chapter.
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“Bonnie Thurston has a 
rare gift of seeing the life 

of a saint through the lens 
of biblical wisdom and 

authentic spiritual insight. 
This lovely volume is not 
merely to be read, but to 
be made one’s own. This 
is spiritual reading at its                     

best.”     
LAWRENCE S. CUNNINGHAM 
John A. O’Brien Professor of                    

Theology (Emeritus) 
The University of Notre Dame
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