
Responding to the Lord’s Call 
 
A prayer service to be used at the conclusion of chapter 1 of Jesus Christ: His 
Mission and Ministry. 
 
Gathering 
 
LEADER: Heavenly Father, we ask today that you lead us to know you fully in 
union with your perfection and that of your son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ.   
 
ALL: Amen. 

 
The Word of the Lord (based on 1 John 4: 7–16) 
 
READER: Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone 
who loves is begotten by God and knows God.  Whoever is without love does 
not know God, for God is love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him.  
In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as expiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love 
one another.  No one has ever seen God. Yet, if we love one another, God 
remains in us, and his love is brought to perfection in us. 
This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us, that he has given us 
of his Spirit.  Moreover, we have seen and testify that the Father sent his Son 
as savior of the world.  Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God remains in him and he in God.  We have come to know and to believe in 
the love God has for us.  God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in 
God and God in him. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm Response (based on Psalm 46) 
 
GROUP 1:  God is our refuge and our strength, 

an ever-present help in distress  
                        Thus we do not fear, though earth be shaken 



                        and mountains quake to the depths of the sea, 
                  Though its waters rage and foam 
                  and mountains totter at its surging.  

 
GROUP 2:  Streams of the river gladden the city of God, 
      the holy dwelling of the Most High  
       God is in its midst; it shall not be shaken; 

God will help it at break of day  
Though nations rage and kingdoms totter, 
he utters his voice and the earth melts.  
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

 
GROUP 3:  Come and see the works of the LORD, 

who has done fearsome deeds on earth  
Who stops wars to the ends of the earth, 
breaks the bow, splinters the spear, 
and burns the shields with fire;  
“Be still and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations, 
exalted on the earth.” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

 

 
Prayer For Insight (page 35 of Jesus Christ: His Mission and His Ministry) 
May the Lord Jesus touch our eyes, as he did those of the blind. Then we shall 
begin to see in visible things those which are invisible. May he open our eyes to 
gaze, not on present realities, but on the blessings to come. May he open the eyes 
of our heart to contemplate God in Spirit, through Jesus Christ the Lord, to 
whom belong power and glory through all eternity.  

—Origen of Alexandria  

 
 
Concluding Hymn 
We Are Called 
 
 


