
REDISCOVER A WELL-LOVED CLASSIC BY 
THOMAS À KEMPIS IN A NEW EDITION

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—“What would Jesus do?”

That’s the primary question Thomas à Kempis answers in his universally ac-
claimed work The Imitation of Christ.  

This accessible handbook on spiritual life offers guidance on dozens of topics such 
as resisting temptation, avoiding hasty judgments, putting up with others’ faults, 
remembering God’s many blessings, self-surrender, minding our own business, 
and performing humble works.  Centuries later, William Creasy succeeded in cre-
ating a dramatically different interpretation of The Imitation of Christ by working 
through its historical, cultural, and linguistic contexts. First published thirty years 
ago by Ave Maria Press, this new edition of the timeless classic includes a new 
preface by Creasy.

This book inspired the likes of St. Thomas More, St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux, Dorothy Day, and Thomas Merton. Along with such classics as Augus-
tine’s Confessions, Teresa of Avila’s Interior Castle, and Ignatius’s Spiritual Exercises, 
The Imitation of Christ continues to confront each generation of readers with the 
perennial truths of the Gospel.

For nearly six centuries, The Imitation of Christ has been the most widely read and 
translated spiritual book after the Bible. Although it has been printed in a number 
of different languages and hundreds of editions, Creasy’s translation from Latin 
is the most highly acclaimed, the most-readable, and the most popular English-
language version available.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Thomas à Kempis (1380–1471) was a medieval Dutch monk steeped in the mys-
tical tradition of his time. A member of the Brothers of the Common Life, he was 
ordained a priest in 1413. The Imitation of Christ was written between 1420 and 
1427, presumably as four booklets intended to instruct the novices of his commu-
nity. It is one of Christian history’s best-known works on spiritual devotion. This 
small book sidesteps academic pretension to consider larger truths. “A poor peas-
ant who serves God,” à Kempis wrote, “is better than a proud philosopher who . . . 
ponders the courses of the stars.”

William C. Creasy taught in the English Department at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles for twenty-five years, retiring in 2005.  He translated The Imita-
tion of Christ in 1987.
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“The unchallenged 
masterpiece of devotional 

literature for half a 
millennium. Christians 
worldwide have been 

immensely enriched by this 
simple book.”

Richard J. Foster
Christian theologian


