
NEW 40TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF  
FINLEY’S DEFINITIVE WORK ON MERTON

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—For forty years, James Finley’s Merton’s Palace of Nowhere 
has been the standard text for exploring, reflecting on, and understanding the rich 
vein of Thomas Merton’s thought. Spiritual identity is the quest to know who we 
are, to find meaning in our own lives, to overcome that sense of “Is this all there 
is?” Merton’s message cuts to the heart of this universal quest, and Finley illumi-
nates that message as no one else can.

As a young man of eighteen, Finley left home for an unlikely destination: the Ab-
bey of Gethsemani, where Thomas Merton lived as a contemplative. Finley stayed 
at the monastery for six years and later wrote Merton’s Palace of Nowhere in order 
to share a taste of what he had learned on his spiritual journey under the guid-
ance of one of the great religious figures of our time. At the heart of the quest for 
spiritual identity are Merton’s illuminating insights—leading from an awareness of 
the false and illusory self to a realization of the true self.

Dog-eared, tattered, underlined copies of this book are found on the bookshelves 
of retreat centers, parish libraries, and the homes of spiritual seekers everywhere. 
This 40th anniversary edition is being released fifty years after Merton’s death, 
bringing this classic to a new generation. It includes a new preface by Finley.

Merton’s Palace of Nowhere
40th Anniversary Edition

By James Finley                                  
ISBN: 978-0-87793-041-9                                                             

160 pages • $16.95                               

Also available as an eBook. ABOUT THE AUTHOR

James Finley is a contemplative retreat leader, a core teacher at the Center for 
Action and Contemplation’s Living School, and a retired clinical psychologist. He 
is the author of several books including The Contemplative Heart and Christian 
Meditation. He studied spirituality and philosophy and lived for several years as 
a monk at the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky under the spiritual direction of 
Thomas Merton.

“James Finley’s poetic and insightful exploration of the true self 
and Merton’s many contributions to the spiritual life has proven an 

invaluable resource and guidebook. With this new edition, more 
readers will have the opportunity to accompany Merton’s former novice 
in learning to see themselves, the world, and God with renewed vision.” 

 
REV. DANIEL P. HORAN, O.F.M. 

Author of The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton
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“James Finley is a superb 
mentor of spiritual trans-

formation. Merton’s Palace 
of Nowhere contains a 

gold mine of wisdom. It is a 
book that will never leave 

my library. There are always 
more nuggets of spiritual 
growth in this book that 

wait for my discovery.” 
 

JOYCE RUPP 
Author of Boundless Compassion  


