
Notre Dame, IN—Titled after a poem by German mystic Rainer Maria Ril-
ke,  the newest book by Joyce Rupp draws on a rich variety of faith traditions 
to provide meditations on God’s names for every day of the year. Fragments 
of Your Ancient Name brings together reflections on God from Christian, Jew-
ish, Muslim, Hindu and other sources as a guide for readers to explore multi-
cultural and historical conceptions of God. Whether drawing from the Psalms, 
Sufi saints, Hindu poets, Native American rituals, contemporary writers, or the 
Christian gospels, each page of Rupp’s beautiful collection includes a ten-line 
poetic meditation, followed by a mantra for prayerful embodiment of each 
day’s name for God.

A beloved spiritual writer with over one million books sold to date, Rupp ex-
plains how exploring names for God in different religions enriched her own 
understanding of God. Rupp writes in the introduction to Fragments, “I hope 
these reflections strengthen your faith by contributing to a vibrant relationship 
with the Divine and that they increase your respect for those who see ‘God’ dif-
ferently than you do.” 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro, author of Recovery —The Sacred Art, writes in praise of 
Fragments, “This is a collection for people open enough to the Divine to no lon-
ger pretend that God speaks from only one text or tradition.”  In this remarkable 
treasury overflowing with awe in the face of God’s greatness and mystery, Rupp 
stirs both the imagination and the heart and challenges readers to discover 
new dimensions of the God who is beyond all names. Fragments will nourish 
and inspire the hearts of the faithful of any religious tradition.
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Forest of Peace

Rilke Poem Inspires Joyce Rupp Collection of Names of God

A lovely bedside book to be reached for upon opening eyes in the morning or just before sleep, a 
multi-voiced, beautiful reassurer of the spirit.

Sylvia Boorstein
Author of Happiness is an Inside Job



Joyce Rupp is well known for her work as a writer, spiritual “mid-
wife,” international retreat leader, and conference speaker. She 

is the author of numerous bestselling books, including Open the 
Door and May I Have This Dance? Rupp is a member of the Servite 
(Servants of Mary) community and the codirector of the Institute 
of Compassionate Presence. She resides in Des Moines, Iowa, and 
can be visited online at www.joycerupp.com.
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Praise for Fragments of Your Ancient Name

Insight, intelligence, and love are upon these pages. A line from this volume reads, “This day I join my heart 
with all living beings.” If one has that glorious wish or prayer—this beautiful and significant book will help.

Daniel Ladinsky
Translator of The Gift: Poems by Hafiz, The Great Sufi Master

Few of us are able to be still, tender, and open enough to listen with deep, loving care in the presence of the 
Divine. Joyce Rupp is one of those few, and here, with her usual breathtaking clarity and simplicity, she illu-
minates the mystery of what cannot possibly be captured, except by the supple heart of a woman in love with 
God. 

Wayne Muller
Author of A Life of Being, Having, and Doing Enough 

It is as if an enormous ancient mirror reflecting the Divine fell from the heavens and shattered into a million 
pieces. Joyce Rupp gently picks up the shards to remind us of the many names that are all One. This book of-
fers enriching daily meditations on the Holy. If you are struggling to find time for your spiritual life, this is the 
answer.

The Reverend Dr. Lauren Artress
Author of Walking a Sacred Path

A rich kaleidoscope of divinity! . . .  Awesome and inspiring!
Edwina Gateley

Poet, Author, and International Speaker



June 20

Beauty Ever Ancient, Ever New

St. Augustine

O Ancient Beauty, primordial love,

Seeded in the secret of every self.

You plant yourself permanently

As the mainstay of each one’s life.

How frequently you reveal yourself

In unexpected form and manner,

Touching our hearts with quiet hope,

Stirring the embers of our faith,

Rousing us with your pure loveliness

As you visit our lives ever anew.

Today: I watch for how Beauty visits me. 

From Fragments of Your Ancient Name

I read it here in your very word,

in the story of the gestures

with which your hands cupped themselves

 around our becoming—limiting, warm.

 You said live out loud, and die you said lightly,

and over and over again you said be.

But before the first death came murder.

A fracture broke across the rings you’d ripened.

A screaming shattering the voices

that had just come together to speak you,

to make of you a bridge 

 over the chasm of everything.

 And what they have stammered ever since

are fragments

of your ancient name.

 Rainer Maria Rilke
April 20

Rainmaker

Sri Lankan

See the empty clouds of my heart

With a downpour of your love.

Gather the raindrops of joyfulness

And rinse away my melancholy.

Shower the land of my mind

With thoughts beneficial to all.

Sprinkle true motivation through

The charitable deeds that I do.

Water my efforts at forgiveness

With the flowing rains of compassion.

Today: The Rainmaker seeds my heart.


