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Forest of Peace

Notre Dame, IN—“Here is a beautiful and simple idea: the way to bring [the Advent] story back to 
life… may be simply to read this story again in Luke’s gospel…and to sit with God in it, asking questions.”

So Reverend Timothy Clayton begins his simple but unique consideration of the Advent season. In Explor-
ing Advent with Luke, Clayton frames his examination of the accounts of Christ’s birth by zooming in on 
the four questions posed by Luke’s main characters—Zechariah, Mary, Elizabeth, and the people in the 
Temple. By helping readers to directly engage with the characters and their questions, Clayton transforms  
the traditional narrative tale of Christmas into a “now-living moment” for his readers, inviting them to 
place themselves inside the story.

                

To facilitate this “spiritual pilgrimage laid out in Luke 1,” Clayton opens each chapter with a poignant per-
sonal story and then examines a question posed by a main character in Luke. For example, Chapter 1 
focuses on Zechariah’s inquiry to the angel, “How can I know this?” Clayton then transforms Zechariah’s 
inquiry into “Our Question”: “Do I dare open myself to God?” This leads into personal contemplation, as 
Clayton weaves the question into everyday examples. Each section closes with a challenge for the week, 
turning reflection into action in view of the question posed.

Ideal for individuals and for parish small-groups and retreats, Exploring Advent with Luke shows how many 
of the challenges experienced by the major players in Luke are no different than those we face today. By 
walking through these challenges in the light of Scripture and personal reflection, Clayton breathes new 
life into the traditional Christmas story for Christians of all denominations.
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Clayton Frames Advent Reflection with Luke’s Four Big Questions

Timothy Clayton is the rector of Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church on the Boston 
North Shore. He grew up in the Charlotte area and earned his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He spent time teaching English in Buda-
pest, Hungary, and later graduated with high honors from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. Clayton founded a Christian community in Portland, Maine, and a church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, and has led missions and spiritual pilgrimages to more than 
a dozen countries on five continents. So far his favorite places on earth are Lindisfarne, 
Durham Cathedral in England, and the Masai Mara in Kenya. Clayton resides near his 
church with his wife and three children. 

Luke’s Question:

“How can I know this?” 
“How will this be, since I have not known a man?”

“Why has this happened to me?”
“What then will this child be?”

Our Question:

Do I dare open myself to God?
Is there room in my life for God?

Does God really want me?
Where is God leading me?


