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a real participation in Jesus’ life, a sharing in the paschal mystery that was moral, yes, but primarily and most powerfully 
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In the Redeeming Christ is a gentle, forgotten masterpiece by priest and theologian F. X. 
Durrwell that reveals the relationships between personal holiness, sacramental life in the 
Church, and the salvation of the world. Now re-published with an introduction by Scott 
Hahn, it is a beautiful meditation on the Christian life.

At the beginning of In the Redeeming Christ, Durrwell states: “The Christian’s salvation lies 
in his personal sanctification. There too lies the salvation of others.” Durrwell’s classic offers 
a hopeful and lucid vision of the Christian spiritual life to inspire and teach readers about 
the mystery of living in personal holiness—and becoming most truly themselves—by 
being “in Christ” as a member of his body. 

Durrwell shows how Christ is the center and source of spirituality: “The center and fullness 
of this mystery of salvation is Christ the redeemer, the Son of God in his death and resurrec-
tion.…In his death and glorification, Christ is at once the source and fullness of revelation, 
and the source and fullness of salvation.“ Durrwell discusses how Christ sanctifies our lives 
and how our salvation lies within him. In a world without Christ, he says, “man has no way 
out into life.” But Christ’s coming brought us back into communion with God: “Christ began 
by entering into our wretchedness himself; he shared with man that existence which scrip-
ture calls existence according to the flesh.” And Durrwell says that it is only because of his 
human existence that Christ was able to “cry out to his Father his anguish” and long “for the 
salvation that man can find only in the undying life of God.”

Durrwell’s classic is divided into five sections:

 Principles of Christ’s Life
 The Sacraments of Christian Life
 Christian Virtue
 Our Master in the Christian Life
 Mary Amongst Us

In each section, he discusses a different aspect of Christ’s life and how it leads to redemp-
tion. In Part I, for example, Durrwell demonstrates the absolute priority of personal holi-
ness, and how it reaches us as God’s gift in Christ. In Part II, he offers a succinct description 
of the Christian life as sacramental participation in the paschal Christ. 
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