
The Lord Lights the Way 
 

This prayer service is best used at the conclusion of Chapters 3 and 4 of Jesus Christ: 
God’s Revelation to the World. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (Part 1) 
Leader: We thank and bless you, O gracious God, for your Word to us in the Old 
Testament. For creating all things “good” with no strings attached . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For refusing to be unfaithful to us even when we were unfaithful to you . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For promising us your enduring love . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For revealing your loving Law . . . 
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God,  
 
Leader: And we sing this Psalm of thanks:  
 
Group 1: The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. 
 
Group 2: The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple. 
 
Group 3: The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart. 
 
Group 4: The command of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eye. 



 
Group 1: The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. 
 
Group 2: The statutes of the LORD are true, all of them just; 
 
Group 3: More desirable than gold, than a hoard of purest gold, 
 
Group 4: Sweeter also than honey or drippings from the comb.  
 
Group 1: By them your servant is warned; obeying them brings much reward.   
     
Leader: For rescuing us from slavery . . . 
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God. 
  
Leader: For guiding us through the desert, providing for us in the wilderness, and 
leading us into the land of promise . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For consistently reminding us of your holiness and the holiness of your Chosen 
People . . .  … 
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Part 2) 
Leader: We thank and bless you, O gracious God, for your Word to us in the New 
Testament. For sending us that Word,  in Jesus . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: In the preaching of his first followers . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: In the writings of those you so graciously inspired . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: We offer special thanks for the great Good News of the Messiah in the Holy 
Gospels. For the Messiah revealed in the Gospel of Mark—the Messiah who suffers and 
saves . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  



 
Leader: For the Messiah revealed in the Gospel of Matthew—the Messiah who teaches 
and edifies . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For the Messiah revealed in the Gospel of Luke—the Messiah of compassion 
and mercy . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 
Leader: For the Messiah revealed in the Gospel of John—the Messiah who quickens and 
restores . . .  
 
All: We give you thanks, O gracious God.  
 

Gospel Reading (John 1:1-5) 
Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him 
nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of 
the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.                                                                                                                                        
 
The Gospel of the Lord.        
 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Concluding Prayer 
Leader: May your Word, O gracious God, reverberate in us, summon us to follow your 
ways, and inspire always us to praise you with words beyond the power of speech. 
 
All: Amen.   
 
Observe a few moments of silence. 
 


