
Notre Dame, IN—In 2012, famed editor and writer Paul Elie asked in a New York Times essay 
whether fiction had lost its faith. More recently, Dana Gioia examined the disappearance of Roman 
Catholicism from its traditionally formative role in arts culture, asking, more or less, where the Catholic 
writer has gone. A new poetry anthology, like the character in Monty Python and the Holy Grail, replies, 
“S/he’s not dead yet!” 

St. Peter’s B-list: Contemporary Poems Inspired by the Saints is composed of poems whose speakers nar-
rate in the messy here and now, but whose musings point to the great company of Catholic saints. 
The anthology boasts contributions from such contemporary award-winning poets as Dana Gioia, 
Mary Karr, Paul Mariani, Brian Doyle, Franz Wright, Judith Valente, and Kate Daniels, as well as many 
new and emerging poets. The poems invite readers to imagine the saints as they never have before: a 
mother trying to get her newborn to fall asleep, an older brother concerned about the marriage of his 
sister, a man’s memory of his involvement in a bar fight, a burn victim’s compassion for a small child. 

Riffing on Flannery O’Connor’s incarnational view of art, Mary Ann B. Miller, editor of St. Peter’s B-list, 
reminds readers that “Christ’s humanity validates the natural world as wholly able to reveal to us the 
presence of the divinity within it.” Miller also distinguishes between artist and art: “I am making no 
judgment upon whether the author is a practicing Catholic, only that the content of these poems con-
tains a basic underlying assumption that is essentially Catholic: the voices in these poems reflect belief 
in and hope for, often in spite of themselves, eventual union with God.” 

Neither devotional nor pious, these poems capture how, in unexpected ways, the saints illuminate 
daily life for everyday saints-in-the-making and ask readers to see the action of God in their own lives. 

Poets Explore Saints, Challenge Claim that Catholic Writer MIA  

Mary Ann Buddenberg Miller is a professor of English at Caldwell College in Caldwell, 
New Jersey, a small liberal arts college in the Dominican tradition. She received her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in English from the University of Dallas in Irving, Tex-
as, and her doctorate in English literature from the Catholic University of America. She 
frequently teaches Masterpieces of Western Literature, Literature of the Victorian Age, 
Catholic Writers, Introduction to Poetry, and College Writing. Her research interests 
are located at the intersection of theology and literature. Her outreach efforts include 
offering students in the Introduction to Poetry course the opportunity to host public 
readings for local, published poets.

St. Peter’s B-list
Contemporary Poems Inspired by the Saints

Edited by Mary Ann B. Miller
ISBN: 978-1-59471-474-0

288 pages • $15.95
Now Available

To schedule media interviews, or to request images or review copies, contact: 
Amanda Skofstad, Publicist 

800.282.1865 x206 • amanda.skofstad.1@nd.edu
Ave Maria Press, Inc. • P.O. Box 428 • Notre Dame, IN • 46556

About the Editor



To schedule media interviews, or to request images or review copies, contact: 
Amanda Skofstad, Publicist 

800.282.1865 x206 • amanda.skofstad.1@nd.edu
Ave Maria Press, Inc. • P.O. Box 428 • Notre Dame, IN • 46556

After Saying The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
Karen Kovacik

Saint Faustina, Cinderella among nuns,
I climbed your words slowly
in my fragile armor, like a beetle
tired of dodging shoes.
Rung by rung I sang of mercy
“for myself and for the whole world,”
in tears then clear-eyed,
grateful to say your litany with others,
like after the Eucharist,
solitary in a crowded pew,
when words leave me
and I feel my hollowness
hum like the larch floors
you scrubbed on your knees.

The Saint Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Stomp
Madison, Wisconsin, 1980
Martín Espada

Waiting for the carton of food
given with Christian suspicion
even to agency-certified charity cases
like me,
thin and brittle
as uncooked linguini,
anticipating the factory-damaged cans
of tomato soup, beets, three-bean salad
in a welfare cornucopia,
I spotted a squashed dollar bill
on the floor, and with
a Saint Vincent de Paul food pantry stomp
pinned it under my sneaker,
tied my laces meticulously,
and stuffed the bill in my sock
like a smuggler of diamonds,
all beneath the plaster statue wingspan
of Saint Vinnie,
who was unaware
of the dance
named in his honor
by a maraca shaker
in the salsa band
of the unemployed.

Sample Poems



1What do we mean when we say “Catholic writer”? 

2 What makes poetry an especially effective medium for 
divine contact? 

3 Some of the poems in St. Peter’s B-list have graphic con-
tent. How can violence and failure point to God?

 

“This book is a treasure!”
James Martin, S.J. 

Author of My Life with the Saints

“A lush and generous feast of saint-inspired poems that both invite and chal-
lenge. A lovely collection!”

Christine Valters Paintner
Author of Eyes of the Heart 

“This lovely new anthology offers us true spiritual food, perfect for lectio divina. 
St. Peter’s B-list proves that poems can indeed be prayers.”

Paula Huston
Author of Simplifying the Soul  

Praise for St. Peter’s B-list:
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Suggested Interview Questions

4What surprised you most about putting this 
anthology together?

5 What do you make of the worry that the 
Catholic writer has all but disappeared?
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