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Handout 3-A

Abortion: The Teen Male Perspective

Read this story and then answer the questions at the end.
Jason and Cari have been dating just a few weeks, but one night, after drinking a good deal of 

alcohol, they have sexual intercourse. The next day, Jason wonders if Cari might become pregnant. 
Six weeks later, she discovers that she is pregnant.

Not knowing one another well, they have not shared many of their values. Since they both attend 
a Catholic school, Jason had assumed that were Cari to become pregnant she would keep the baby or 
perhaps give the baby up for adoption. He is prepared to support her emotionally and knows that his 
parents, who are strongly pro-life, would help him support Cari and the baby financially.

When Cari tells Jason that she is pregnant, she also says that she plans to have an abortion and 
that her parents support her in this decision. Cari does not want to be a young mom and wants to 
complete high school and college on her own without the concerns a child would bring. She is not too 
excited about continuing the pregnancy in order to give the baby up for adoption, partly because she 
would have to give up soccer and softball. She is a star player in both sports and is a likely candidate 
for a college scholarship.

Jason is shocked! He asks Cari to wait for a while before going through with the abortion. He 
tells his parents, explains that Cari does not want to keep the baby, and asks for help. His parents are 
very supportive and agree to support Cari financially, completely if necessary, and even to raise the 
baby with him themselves.

Jason brings this proposal back to Cari. Cari responds that his parents have been very generous 
in their offer, but that as a woman, she should be able to make decisions about her own body. After 
discussion and then argument, Jason says, “But I am the father of the baby; how can you kill my 
baby?” Cari indicates that perhaps they were not as compatible as she thought and storms out.

Jason’s parents frantically call their lawyer to see what rights Jason has as the father of the baby, 
but he has none. Jason and his parents grieve their loss. He tells his friends that even worse than be-
coming a dad at sixteen is becoming a dad and then losing the child. He is so angry with Cari that he 
has a hard time focusing in school.

Reflect on this story in light of the idea of a “woman’s right to choose.” Note that while both Jason and Cari had 
a right to choose their actions when the baby was conceived, only Cari had the legal right to decide to let the unborn 
baby live or die.
• Is Jason responsible for his son or daughter’s death?

• How responsible is Cari for this decision?

• Who, in addition to Cari, may share responsibility for her ultimate decision?
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Reflection and Discussion Questions for My Sister’s Keeper

1.  Do you empathize with Anna’s mother as she struggles to save her elder daughter by any means possible?

2.  Do you empathize with Anna as she files a lawsuit for bodily emancipation?

3.   Why is it wrong to engineer a baby who could potentially save another child? How does such a decision affect the 
younger child’s human dignity?

4.  Do you get the impression that Anna’s parents value her as much as they value Kate? Why or why not?

5.  What do you think of her brother and sister’s effort to let Kate die?

6.   Why can everyone else recognize Kate’s desire except for her mother? What grade would you give the mother as 
a listener?

7.  Does keeping a person alive at all costs necessarily respect their human dignity?

8.  How might being Catholic have helped this family make decisions and accept events?

9.  What other impressions do you have of the movie?
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Reflection and Discussion Questions for The Island

1.  Where does human dignity come from? Why should you respect human life?

2.  At what point of development does human life obtain its dignity? At what point does human life lose its dignity?

3.   Do human beings created in a laboratory (i.e., through cloning or in vitro fertilization) have the same dignity as 
human beings created naturally?

4.   What did the men in the cloning lab call the clones? What does this name imply about how the men value the 
clones’ dignity?

5.  The clients were told that their clones were kept in a persistent vegetative state (PVS). Why does that matter?

6.   What is the difference between “therapeutic cloning” and “reproductive cloning”? Which do you think is more 
destructive?

7.  Apply this discussion about cloning to the current debate on embryonic stem cell research.

8.  How would you define a “happy death”? What might a happy death look like? Have you ever prayed for one?


