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       Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 
He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come.  

                                                



       Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
 

Then he said to his slaves, ‘…Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.’ ... But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 
there who was not wearing a wedding robe 
…. 

                                          (Mt 22:2-3, 9, 11) 



CHALLENGES 

 

• Apathy 

• Closed-mindedness 

• Lack of Catechesis (Couples or Instructors) 

• Disconnect Between Core Competence & 
Content 



Overcoming the Challenges 

 

• Benefit not Burden, Invitation not Obligation 

 

• Marry the Practical and the Theological 



 

 

PERSONAL 



 

“Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses 
than to teachers, and if he does listen to 
teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” 

     -- Pope Paul VI 



 

 

Is Your Story Universal? 



 

 

Does Your Story Illustrate 

 Your Point? 
 

 



 

 

Does Your Story Teach the Truth? 



 

 

PRACTICAL 



CONTENT 

 

1. personality differences/communication 

2. dealing with in-laws 

3. work/life balance 

4. finances 

5. community service 



CONTENT 

 

6. sexuality 

7. fertility 

8. special family circumstances 

9. parenting 

 



INVENTORY TOOLS 

 

• Self-analysis 

• Guided analysis 



FORMAT 

 

• Small group evening classes 

• Large one- or two-day weekend classes 



FORMAT 

• Workbooks/Worksheets 

• Full text 

• Both 



 

 

THEOLOGICAL 



 

 

Sacramental Prep 



 

1. sacramentality 

2. prayer 

3. imitating the Holy Family 



      

       Marrying the Practical & Theological 

 

• Catechism 

• Bible 

• Encyclicals of Pope St. John Paul II 

• Quotes from Pope Francis 



Communication 

 

• “Do not let the sun go down on your anger.” 

  (Eph. 4:26) 



In-Laws 

 

• “As they grow up, children should continue to 
respect their parents. …. Obedience toward parents 
ceases …; not so respect, which is always owed to 
them.” 

       (CCC, 2217) 



Work 

 

• “Work is for man, not man for work.” 

   --Pope John Paul II, 

    On Human Work, no. 6 

 



Finances 

• “Once man begins to lose sight of a God who 
loves him … earthly life becomes nothing 
more than … a desperate search for gain, and 
financial gain before all else.” 

             --Pope John Paul II, Letter to  

     Families, no. 19 

 



Service 

“It is not in soul-searching or constant 
introspection that we encounter the Lord …. 
The power of grace … comes alive and 
flourishes to the extent that we, in faith, go 
out and give ourselves and the Gospel to 
others.” 

   --Pope Francis, Holy Thursday 

     Homily, 3/28/13 

 



Sexuality 

 

• “Sexuality is a source of joy and pleasure.” 

      (CCC, 2362) 

      

 



Fertility 

 

• “The birth of a new child fully reflects the 
victory of life over death brought about by the 
Lord’s Resurrection.” 

   --Pope John Paul II, Letter to Families, 11 



Special Needs 

 

• “The family should live in such a way that its 
members learn to care and take responsibility 
for the young, the old, the sick, the 
handicapped, and the poor.” 

      (CCC, 2208) 



Parenting 

 

• “So great and splendid is the educational 
ministry of Christian parents that St. Thomas 
[Aquinas] has no hesitation in comparing it 
with the ministry of priests.” 

   -- Pope John Paul II, Familiaris  

     Consortio, 38 



Invitation to Love 

“’And they lived happily ever after.’ Wouldn’t you like 
that to be the story of your marriage, the story of 
your life? God wants to give that life to you. His love 
for you is unmatched in power, intensity, depth, and 
tenderness. If you want to learn how to love and be 
loved forever, there is no greater teacher than the 
love of Jesus Christ.” 

   -- Introduction, The Four Keys 

    to Everlasting Love 


