
NOTRE DAME, Ind.— Just in time for the 100th anniversary of Thomas Mer-
ton’s birth, Ave Maria Press is releasing a paperback version of When the Trees 
Say Nothing.

First published in 2003, When the Trees Say Nothing has sold more than 60,000 
copies and continually inspires readers with its unique collection of Merton’s 
luminous writings on nature. The book, edited by Kathleen Deignan and illus-
trated by John Guiliani, is arranged for reflection and meditation.

Merton was a Trappist monk, author, poet, social commentator, and perhaps the 
most influential and widely published spiritual writer of the twentieth century. 
In When the Trees Say Nothing, Deignan sheds new light on Merton by focusing 
on a neglected theme of his writing: the natural world as a manifestation of the 
divine.

Drawing from Merton’s voluminous writing on nature, Deignan has themati-
cally assembled a collection of lucid, poetic reflections. Chapters on the four 
elements, the seasons, the Earth and its creatures, and the sun, moon, and stars 
provide brief passages from Merton’s diverse works that reveal the presence of 
God in creation.
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Thomas Merton (1915–1968) is widely acclaimed as one of the most influ-
ential spiritual masters of the twentieth century. A monk, poet, spiritual writ-
er, and social activist, he is perhaps best known for his spiritual autobiogra-
phy, The Seven Storey Mountain.  

Kathleen Deignan, C.N.D., a sister of the Congregation of Notre Dame, is a 
teaching theologian, psalmist, and composer of more than 200 songs for lit-
urgy and prayer produced by Schola Ministries. She is a professor of religious 
studies at Iona College, where she founded and directs the Iona Spirituality 
Institute, a project for the celebration and study of the spiritual life. She is a 
member of the board of The International Thomas Merton Society.
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“This splendid volume by 

Kathleen Deignan evokes 
the sense of the sacred. 
Merton’s carefully chosen 
texts on nature are wedded 
with John Giuliani’s draw-
ings, resulting in a hand-
some book for all seasons.”
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