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Period: __________ Chapter Four—Catholic Social Justice: Justice and the Right to Life 
 
Directions:  As you are reading through the chapter, fill in the missing information. 
 
Pages 76-96—Assaults Against Life 
 
1. Abortion does not recognize that the right to life is guaranteed from the moment of 
___________________. 
 
2. Pope John Paul II noted the way society tolerates or encourages the termination of unwanted 
pregnancies contributes to a “___________________.” 
 
3. Explain the two major factors that have led to today’s disrespect for the sanctity of life, according 
to the American bishops and papacy. 
 
4. Being “pro-life” entails, among other things, that ___________________ is the author of life 
which begins at the moment of ___________________.  
 
5. Pro-choice arguments often emphasize a woman’s right to ___________________ as a greater 
right than a child’s right to life. 
 
6. Why is cultivating a correct view about the sacredness of sex part of a pro-life stance? 
 
7. Name four ways pastoral care programs can alleviate the suffering caused by abortions according 
to American bishops: 
 a) 
 b) 
 c) 
 d) 
 
8. As opposed to adult stem cells, embryonic stem cells have the potential to become 
___________________ body cell. 
 
9. True or False (if false, explain why): The Church does not support any type of stem cell research. 
 
10. The Catechism defines euthanasia as having, “the purpose of ___________________.” 
 
11. Christians, as opposed to mainstream culture, do not see suffering as ___________________. 
 
12. In caring for the sick, the Church distinguishes between ___________________ and the 
decision not to employ ___________________. 
 
13. Name the three criteria for judging whether the means of caring for the sick are extraordinary or 
not: 
 a) 
 b) 



 c) 
 
14. Euthanasia violates the fifth commandment and the dignity of the individual which goes 
contrary to ___________________. 
 
15. True or False (if false, explain why): Jesus taught that capital punishment was acceptable at times. 
 
16. The American bishops note that retribution, deterrence, and reform are the three reasons for 
punishing someone. Which of these is/are often overlooked in their opinion? 
 
17. What does the “cycle of violence” mean as outlined by the bishops? 
 
18. Name and explain two of the benefits to abolishing the death penalty. Present the rationale for 
each benefit. 
 
19. Cardinal Bernardin held the viewpoint that Catholic Social Teaching should adhere to the 
“___________________” of Jesus’ tunic and maintain a “___________________” which 
guarantees the right to life across all of society. 
 
20. Name and explain three of the four realms where the Church maintains her commitment to life. 


