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                   Directed Reading Guide 

Date____________________________________              Part 1C The Historical Books 

 

Directions: Read through the chapter and fill in the missing information. All the questions run sequential to the 

chapter. If a true/false statement is false, correct it. 

 

Pages 94 – 95 Rise and Fall  

1. The ________________ books tell how the Hebrews lived out the covenant in the _____________________, 

beginning with Israel’s desire for a _________________, the stories of kings, and the _______________ 

monarchy up to the time of the ___________________ captivity and the ____________________ of 

Jerusalem. 

 

2. Identify three theological themes in the perspectives of the historical books: 

 

a) 

 

b) 

 

c)  

 

 

Pages 96 – 97 Foundations of the Monarchy  

3. True or False? The historical books of the Old Testament take a decidedly fixed attitude against the 

development of a monarchy in Israel. 

 

4. What warnings does the prophet Samuel give about having a king rule over Israel?  

 

 

 

5. If Israel desired a king due to a fear of the Philistine armies, is ironic about this request?  

 

 

 

6. List the positive and negative aspects of the monarchy in Israel’s history. 

 

Positive:   

 

 

 

Negative:  

 

 

7. Only the kings ___________________ and Josiah received unmitigated praise in the historical books. 

Hezekiah removed the __________ ______________, shattered the pillars, and cut down the 

______________________. Before Josiah there had been no king who turned to the ___________ as he did, 

with his whole _____________, his whole ___________, and his whole _________________, in accord with 

the entire law of ______________. 
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Pages 98 – 103 The “United” Monarchy: Saul, David, and Solomon  

 

8. At the same time that the _____________ of Israel were consolidating, the legendary ___________________ 

were coming together to take their share of __________________. Israel’s conflicts with the Philistines 

became severe at times, and in midst of these _________________, the Israelite tribes determined to 

________________ themselves more effectively against the Philistine _______________.  

 

 

 

9. What are two significant ways the Philistines threatened Israel?  

 

 

 

 

 

10. Saul was selected the ___________________ of Israel, however, he was a deeply _________________ lead-

er who failed to establish a ______________________________. He “reigned” over a loose-knit 

organization of _____________ and people who were mostly farmers and was essentially a 

_________________ who had limited success against the _____________________. 

 

11. True or False. David’s reign as king has to be clearly justified, since he is not of the family of Samuel, which 

makes his succession of Samuel difficult.  

 

12. After a series of ____________ between the relatives of ____________ and David, David consolidates his 

reign. The path to the throne for David is paved in _______________ as he systematically eliminates 

___________ to the throne and engages in _________________ conquests against the 

____________________ and the political communities across the __________________________.  

 

13. True or False? There is no archeological evidence of David’s kingdom or mention of its existence outside the 

Bible.  

 

14. True or False? It is accurate to think of David less as a king over a vast kingdom and more as a military 

leader who enforced submission in a large territory.  

 

15. Why is the promise made to David by the Lord in 2 Samuel so significant for Christians? 

 

 

 

 

16. True or False? There is considerable archaeological evidence of King Solomon’s role as an administrator of a 

united kingdom.  

 

17. List the evidence for Solomon’s reputation as a great builder in the Bible. 

 

 

 

18. True or False? The biblical portrait of King Solomon is a mixed bag of both positive and negative decisions.  

 

19. What two circumstances does the Bible give for Solomon’s downfall? 
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20. When Solomon’s son, ___________________, hears that the northern Israelite peoples are upset and 

___________ over their years under Solomon, he defiantly declares, “Whereas my father put a 

____________________ on you, I will make it ________________.” His answer led directly to the 

_____________ of the kingdom, into a ___________________ kingdom and ___________________ king-

dom.  

 

Pages 103 – 105 The Divided Monarchy  

21. After Solomon’s death, Israel was divided into two _________________________: the southern kingdom, 

called _____________, which consisted of the traditional territory of only ________ tribes—  

_____________________ and Judah— and the northern kingdom, called “____________” made up of the 

other ten ______________. 

 

22. True or False? While Judah’s kings considered themselves the legitimate rulers, the unequal division of the 

tribes strongly hints the majority of people rejected the kings of Judah.  

 

23. ___________________ led the insurrection against King Rehoboam and founded the ________________ 

kingdom of Israel. After incurring Solomon’s anger for speaking against the people’s 

_____________________, Jeroboam sought the protection of _________________, the pharaoh in 

_________________.  

 

24. True or False? In the fifth year of King Jeroboam, Shishak attacked Jerusalem and took everything, including 

the treasures of the Temple and of the royal palace.  

 

25. What did Jeroboam do in response to his fear that Judah and Israel might reunite through the worship at the 

Temple in Jerusalem?  

 

 

 

26. The relationship between Judah and _______________ was one of constant conflict and these 

_________________ were complicated by the involvement of other local regimes and larger 

__________________. By 722 BC, the ____________________ Empire used brute force to dominate the 

entire region, conquering all of the ________________________________.  

 

27. What does the Bible focus on during the period of the kings between 922 and 722 BC?  

 

 

 

 

28. Those who believed _______________ alone should be worshipped supported a community where the rich 

_________________ with the poor and where __________________ was practiced. The other perspective, 

identified in the Bible as a form of _____________________, was more closely identified with the 

______________________________ of the Canaanites and with the _________________ and landowning 

classes.  

 

Pages 106 – 110 The Last Days of the Independent Monarchy  

 

29. The first great threat to the northern kingdom of ________________ was the Neo-Assyrian Empire, while 

the other came from the rising local power based in ____________________ in Syria. Due to ongoing 

tensions between these two powers, the years 785 and 730 were __________________ for both Hebrew 

states, though the __________________ condemned the fact that the prosperity benefited mainly the 

_________________________.  
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30. In 722 BC, the __________________ obliterated the northern kingdom of Israel and practiced the military 

strategy of ____________________. These exiles are often referred to as the 

“_____________________________,” though the Assyrians would have left the majority of the 

___________________ in place to work the land and provide ________________ to the new Assyrian 

overlords. 

 

31. True or False? The Assyrian siege of Jerusalem by Sargon II was successful and is recorded not only in 2 

Kings but in Assyrian archives as well.  

 

32. The southern kingdom of _____________ continued for _________ years after the kingdom of 

_____________. Its final days were largely determined by the _____________ between the Egyptian and 

Babylonian Empires. From 609 to 597 BC, after the death of King __________________ in battle, the 

leaders of the royal house in Judah were really Egyptian ___________________________.  

 

33. Although __________________________ chose Zedekiah to rule Jerusalem, he was persuaded by the 

________________ to attempt a revolt against the ___________________, with catastrophic results. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s forces returned to _____________________ and devastated it around the year _________ 

BC, a major event in the _____________ of God’s people.  

 

Pages 111 – 115 Exile and Return  

34. The Old Testament describes the conditions of exile in _____________________ terms. The Babylonians 

destroyed the ________________ and carried off many of the religious implements of ________________. 

The policy of Nebuchadnezzar was to place captured religious implements or ________________ in the 

temple of Marduk, the main state god, in order to symbolize the _________________ of the people and the 

defeat of their ___________.  

 

35. True or False? The Babylonian exile ended when the Persians invaded Babylon and allowed at least some of 

the exiled Jews to return to their homeland. 

 

36. True or False? The exiles and former exiles who had remained faithful to YHWH during the time of captivity 

are known as God’s relic.  

 

37. What do the books of Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah tell us about? What is the purpose of their messages? 

 

 

 

 

38. What were the two main religious themes of the author of Chronicles?  

 

 

 

 

39. 1 and 2 Chronicles instructed the post-exilic _____________________ to learn from its history, especially 

that the people’s ___________________ depends on their true _________________ to God. While God does 

honor his ____________________, he also punishes ___________________ and disobedience of the 

______________.  

 

40. Around 445 BC, _____________________ persuaded the Persian king _____________________ I to make 

him the governor of _______________. Nehemiah proceeded to oversee the rebuilding of the walls of the 

_____________. This accomplishment reestablished the _________________ of the Jewish nation in the 

_____________________.  

 

41. What were two of Ezra’s reforms? What did he intend to do? 
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42. The Book of ________________ is divided into two sections of stories and 

___________________________. The message of the story in chapters 1-6 is that ____________________ 

with civil authorities combined with ____________________________ and obedience to God’s Law will 

protect the Jews and allow them to survive and even thrive under ______________________________.  

 

43. What is the religious message of the Book of Tobit? 

 

 

 

44. True or False?  The Book of Judith has a similar message to Tobit about what the Jews must do to survive 

life in the Diaspora under foreign rule: faithfulness to YHWH was paramount in the protection of the Jews 

living in the Diaspora.  

 

45. The message of Esther is the same as ______________: cooperation with the ____________ rulers and 

refusal to compromise in __________________ matters, combined with the traditional elements of 

___________________—prayer, fasting, and almsgiving—will ensure God’s ___________________.  

 

Pages 116 – 127 Tracing Jewish History to the Roman Rule  

 

46. 1 and 2 _______________________ contain accounts of the attempted ___________________ of the Jewish 

people in the second century BC. They have always been accepted by the _________________ Church as 

inspired, but not by Jews and _____________________, as they were not included in the 

____________________ of books from the end of the ____________ century AD.  

 

47. The ________________ Period lasted over two hundred years. While the ___________ did have a fair 

amount of religious and personal __________________, they were without political ______________. The 

official Persian religion was _________________________ and its influence on the Jews can be seen in their 

growing belief in _______________ and in the larger role assigned to _______________.  

 

48. Alexander the Great brought sweeping _______________ to the region. He introduced _____________ ide-

als, language, learning, dress, and _______________. As a result of the extent of Alexander’s 

______________ and the success of his policy of _______________________, all of Western 

________________ retains the influence of Greek thought, learning, and  ________________.  

 

49. True or False? The principle biblical sources describing Hellenistic influence on the Jews are t1 and 2 

Samuel and the wisdom books of Solomon.  

 

50. Alexander’s __________________ was divided among his _________________. The two generals that had 

the most effect on the Jews were _________________, who ruled in Egypt, and _________________, who 

ruled from Syria. The struggles between these ruling dynasties over _____________________ determined 

the fate of the ___________ for the next few centuries.  

 

51. True or False? The Ptolemies allowed religious autonomy and did not impose Hellenization on the Jews.  

 

52. The Jews divided into ________________________ over the issue of Greek _________________. One 

group began to adopt _______________ customs. Another group remained strictly loyal to 

_____________________ and customs. Greek culture inevitably had some _______________ even on the 

________________ factions, and other _______________ formed as well.  
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53. Explain how the Temple was at the center of the political and religious controversies of both groups of Jews 

during the time of the Seleucid rulers.  

 

 

 

 

54. True or False? Alexander the Great virtually banned the practice of traditional Jewish religion, believing they 

were the cause of many of his problems.  

 

55. What was considered to be the greatest abomination to traditional Jews? 

 

 

56. True or False? Antiochus IV enacted sterner measures against the Jews as resistance to his policies mounted, 

forcing Jews to eat foods forbidden by the Law and erecting an altar to Zeus in the Jerusalem Temple.  

 

57. Refusing to sacrifice to the Greek ___________, Matthaias called all Jews to resist and fight against 

__________________. With the victories by ____________________, Jews regained control of the 

____________ in Jerusalem. This event is still commemorated by the Jews in the celebration of 

___________________, the Festival of _______________.  

 

58. True or False? The Hasmoneans were a permanent element in the political life of Palestine from 160 until 63 

BC, the time of the Romans. 

 

59. John Hyrcanus, who ruled until 128 BC, was a ________________________ to the larger empires. He 

expanded ________________ territories, nearly replicating the land ______________ held at the time of 

King ___________. He led the destruction of the Samaritan _______________ at Mount 

_________________ and renewed the treaty that Judas Maccabeus had made with the 

_________________________.  

 

60. The ________________ kings following John Hyrcanus were equally involved in _______________ gains 

and _____________________. His successors sanctioned even more _____________________ within 

Judaism, cooperating with ________________ leaders, and often assisting the ________________ dynasty 

in battle as a loyal ________. 

 

61. The ____________________ were originally an aristocratic group who viewed the strict letter of the 

___________ and the Temple ___________________ to be the most important institutions in Jewish 

________. They denied the doctrine of an _________________ and _____________________ of the dead 

because these teachings were not found in the Torah, and they ______________________ the Hasmonean 

king.  

 

62. The ____________________ openly opposed the religious and ________________________ of Alexander 

Janneus for which they paid a severe price: several hundred Pharisees were ____________________ because 

of their opposition. Alexander’s wife, ________________, reconciled with the Pharisees, however, during 

her reign as ____________ and allowed them to have the dominant hand in determining local 

_______________.  

 

63. What two new institutions did the Pharisees introduce into Jewish practice?  

 

 

 

64. True or False? Jesus, St. Paul, and other early Christians came from the Jewish faith tradition of the 

Sadducees.  

 



 

 

7 

7 

 

65. The ________________ withdrew from Jerusalem in reaction to the internal __________________ and 

secularism within Jerusalem. They went into the _____________, bringing copies of most of the books that 

would be made into the _______________________, and also wrote and studied ______________________ 

books about a great battle between “The Sons of ____________________” and “The Sons of 

_______________.”  

 

66. The Roman general __________________ stripped the Hasmoneans of their ______________ and Palestine 

was made part of the Roman ____________________ of Syria. He separated the civil and religious powers 

in ____________, appointing his own __________________ in Jerusalem and setting up a puppet 

______________.  

 

67. In 37 BC, _____________, who had no blood ties to King David, became king of Judea. He was a 

____________ ruler but was noted for his _______________ projects, including the restoration of the 

___________________. It was during the last days of Herod, while _____________________ was emperor, 

that ______________ was born.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


